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Finsr Niaur. 

The Cuateaax: Having been requested by the committee and the 
deters to occupy the chair this exoning, I may say that I comply 
with the request with some pleasure. The subject to be brought before 
pa i exciting considerable interest, and it is in the hands of gentlemen 
who, Tam sure, whichever side they take, will endeavour to do it justice. | 

Ofmurs, as chairman, my duty is simply to know nothing whatever 

deat the matter to be brought before you; and I shall try to keep my 

moisperfect blank, and know nothing until I hear what these gentle- 
mo bareto say. The rules that have been laid down for the conduct 

Gtedetate are very few and simple. It is to occupy two evenings—this 

mang ud to-morrow, and each evening it is to lust two hours, Mr. 

Brdlogh and Mr. Burns occupying that time in strict and equal 

deeation, the first hour being divided into halves, and the second into 

garters. The right of addressing the meeting is to be confined strictly 

b Messe, Bradlaugh and Burns, the debaters, and to the chairman on 

paints of order. The decision of the chairman to be final on any ques- 
fer oforder that may arise. In calling on Mr. Bradlaugh to open the 
teats, I need hardly go through the form of introducing him to you. 
Heis far better known to you than he is to myself, and Lam sure you 
rilacord him that attention and courtesy that you ure so often in the 
tab of doing. I may add, on behalf of Mr. Burns, that he appears 

before you almost as a stranger; and perhaps even a larger meed 
chaten and attention is due to him on that account. Mr. Bradlaugh 
Wil now address you for half an hour. 


Me. BnabHAran's First Serene. 


Mr. Burviacon: In this debate, purposely left open in its wording 
Walled each disputant the fullest facility for stating his views on 
Spiritualism, I shall seek to raise, so far as is possible in a brief 
rares; like the present, two questions for consideration—one, Is 
mre more than one existence? and second, What do we know of the 
live of life? M object will be to show that there is only one substance. 
tit we only know this substance in its phenomena, ‘That for the 
tho human being, as for the phenomena mountain, tree, river, | 

mir, book, it is illogical to maintain the existence of the attributes or 
i which we distinguish the one from the other, after the 
jon of the particular phenomenon distinguished by such attributes. 


* 


um in error here, I shall be pleased to be 
te r, Burns. And I maintain that the burden of explaining 
age iordinary psychological phenomena does not rest upon 
‘oss. who-denying the physiological mechanism of | 


nena—choose to deseribe some phenomenon as | 
fs entitling them to so deseribe it. I 
1 tne Spiritualist affirms the existence of 
uninfluenced and uninfluenceable by the 
man body. Here, too, I shall be glad to 
ther or not this alleged entity, which, 
for a moment call w, is affirmed b 
only for mankind, L am unaware, If 
p plea to hear the reasons, 
ing of the laws of life, 
ce of life would be the 
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rocurd of such observed order of phenomena in their invariable 
coexistence ar sequence, By " life” T mean “ that state of an organised 
body in whieh all the organs perform their individual and collective 
functions. Health is that state of an organised body in whieh all the 
organs perform their individual and collective functions, and perform 
them well, Disease is that state of an organised body in whieh one or 
more of the organs fails, or fail, to porforay its function of their functions, 
or to perform well. Death is that state of an organised body in which 
all the organs have ceased to perform their functions.” ‘That ie, T mean 
by life the totality of individual functional activity. There is, of course, 
under this definition, vegetable and animal life, One feuture to which 
esire to draw the attention of my antagonist is, that the quantity and 
ity of life in each individual, plant, or animal ia variable at different 


nulion. I submit that the recognition of this mutability is utterly 
opposed to any conception of immortality, I contend that life is not 
an entity or a special principle, but a result; that life—thnt is, living 
organism—is not the opposite of what is called non-living substance, but 
is a development of it, and is agnin resolvable into it by deterio- 
ration; that the life of any given organism is the sum of the life of 
its individual parts; that there was a period of the carth’s existence 
when there was no life, and that life is found constantly inereasing in 
growth or development. I make no pretension to advance positive 
opinions as to the nature of Jife-foree. I am not aware whether any 
claim will be made in this debate for supernatural phenomena, but I 
desire at once to say that the word “supernatural,” as applied to any 
phenomenon, is to me entirely without meaning. Jo me “nature” is 
another word for all possible conditioned existences. Should it happen 
that my antagonist adopts the word supernatural, T shall be pleased to 
be favoured with the sense he intends to convey in its use. One living 
modern Spiritualist, of no mean reputation, maintains that “man is 
composed—Ist. Of an earthly or natural body, visible to us, and which, 
subject immediately after the death-change to the laws which govern in- 
animate matter, rapidly decays. 2nd. Of a spiritual body, which 
pervades during earth-life the entire natural body, and issues from it at 
themomer.t of death. 3rd. Of a soul.“ If this is the opinion of Mr. 
Burns, lam prepared utterly to deny it; if, however, his view us a 
Spiritualist is different, I shall be obliged by his clearly and distinctly 
explaining it, so that I may know what it is that he submits to us 
for discussion, T will not dwell at present upon the phenomena 
of vitality in plants, except to remark upon the extreme difficulty 
in drawing the line where the animal begins and the vegetable ends. 
We find instances of sexual vitality in plants, and we also find — 7 
of ability in plants to capture, destroy, and feed upon animal life. 
I will take the forms of conscious vitality. Tere I allege that it 
is utterly impossible to distinguish, except as to degree of quantity 
and quality of intelligence, between one animal and another. By 
“intelligence” I mean the totality of mental ability, and the results 
of the exercise of that ability. I allege that the quantity and quality 
of the intelligence of each animal is variablo at different stages 
of its existence, is ‘subject to growth and decay; and I ask, if “spirit” 
should be pretended to be identical with “ intelligence,” whether it too 
is admithed to be subject to mutation, and if not, where the distinction 
is to be drawn? Perception, sensation, is the foundation of intelligence 
in all animals. Memory of perception also, common to all animals, is 
necessary to the building up this intelligence. The ability to perceive, 
the ability to recollect perceptions, varies, not only in different animals 
and amongst different races of mankind, but also amongst different 
individuals of the same race, and in the same individual at different 
periods of his life. On what authority is it pretended that these con- 
tinually-changing abilities, changing with the character and state of the 
animal, can be traced and identified as a continued and permanent 
existence after the animal has actually ceased to exist? The same argu- 
ment might be applied to every other function of the mind. I would 
submit that animal vitality is a condition precedent and necessary to 
intellectual ability in the animal, That with the cessation of animal 
vitality you haye also not only the cessation of intellectual activity, but 
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the cessation of intellectual ability, so far as the dead individual is Mu. Byaxs's Fiusr Sree, s 
concerned. Ordinarily it is impossible to conceive the possibility Me, Bouxs; I have toerave from our friend who hss just a 
of memory except as connected with the brain, Pressure on the debate, and also from yourselves, some little indulgenne, tor, “dy. 
brain temporarily destroys the ability to recollect, In old age, feet that this is the first time I have ever stood in a simila, 7 A 
with an enfeebled brain, the memory is treacherous; yet, if I under- that which I occupy on the present oceasion. I have had nee Mtn 
stand wodern Spiritualism rightly, while it admits that the memo- in debate, and what is more to the purpose us regards my e 
rying ability of a diseased brain is lessened, it actually claims on the present occasion, I ama hard-working man. Day — i 
that the individual memory may continue ages affer the brain of out, there is a certain amount expected frow me, and that 1 at 
the individual has not only utterly ceased to exist as that brain, but come what will. Under these circumstances I come to 122 
may bave possibly become in part combined with some other brain, not as a philosopher, not ss a man with æ system, but as 
engaged in memocying other sensations, Reverting now tọ the first been observing facts. Lam going to relate thoss facts Lo you, and ; 
point, I contend that there is only one substances. With mo the word say also at the beginning, that it is from no spirit of porsona) La, 
“substanca” is equivalent to the word “existence.” We only know to Mr, Bradlaugh that I ain here—it is sinply because of es 
“substanca ™ in its modes or phenomena, We know—that is, we and even though he should prove to be the beet man by 
distinguish —-these phenomena from each other by their attributes. At- yet feel it my duty to came pere, not for my own sake, nop wn 
tribute or property is that charactoristic us hardness, redness, bright- to stand upon his neck to elevate myself, but simply for the tag Sa 
ness, vitality, K. by which, or by more than one of which, we conceive advancing the truth; and if I do advances that truth in sy, Pae 
or perosive any given mode. ‘This glass is distinguishable by means of little degree, I shail feel recompensed for any indignity, for an, ,™ 
its hardness, brightness, coldness, whiteness, Ke, ‘This man, by some or for any overthrow that may befall me in this defrag. V. uch 
similar properties, and by others us life, intelligence, &e., not comman are going to speak of a spiritual state of existence, we must po 
to the mode I call glass. The horse has life, intelligence, distinguish. gots respecting it, We cannot gather the evideness of this r a 
it from the glass, and spe ally of extension and other qualities of existence from the ground which our friend has gone oyp, d. 
distinguishing it from the man. ‘The tree has life, but is distinguished wich to understand the natural historg of the vertebrates we shouia 5 
from man, horse, and glass dy other qualities or attributes—property, find it by going down amongst the molluses; we must po ine ete 
quality, attribute being used in the sime sense—modes are temporary, development of nature where the phenomena are to be met wir b 
commence and finish. To us the duration of substance is eternal, that are to prove our position. Now it will be in order fop mt 
is, is illimitable. You can destroy the condition, or mode you call introduce to your notice some of those discoveries whic ia 


mine, gt” Yim 


* 


* 
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glass, man, horse, tree, &e., but science affirms that you do not, and made by Spiritualists, to tell you some of the methods whlch a e 
cannot, destroy the substance; you only resolve it into other modes, adopted for the purpose of getting at the results; but in Pid bars 
which nre cognisable by vou. Ishall wait on this head to hear the views of place it might be well to tell you some of those results, for the tee 
my opponent before tro ibling you further. It may have been not iced that of establishing three propositions, these three propositions bea 
I have hitherto refrained from uttering the word ~ matter.” With me aecordanee with the already ascertained nature of z 


: man and , 
the word “matter” is identical with the word “existence.” I bave not material universe in whieh he is placed. The first pror — t 

used it, because, unfortunately, sone persons associate it, ns they do such thut man has two conditions of life; he bas a physigaf 
words as “dragon,” “witeh,” “fairy,” with notions which seem to me of life and a psychical condition of life. The second ee 
the very reverse of correct. I hare no objection to being called a Mate- grows out ot it —nainely, that death is a sunderanee of thoss En 
rialist, but I bare a great objection when matter is assumed to exist of life. The third proposition is, that under certain conditions fl 
destitute of all force. I cannot conceive force exeept as property of | who have sundered themselves from the physical condition f \ 
matter. Natter is to me indestructible; its conditions change, not tho are capable of communicating with those yet in the physic} conditis. 
substance. Permit me to quote here, with slight change, the words of Now I think the great bulk of what is demanded br Spiritus) my 
De. Maudsley, whieh certainly deserve consideration from Materialist in their investigations is incorporated in those three propositions, t 
and Spiritualist alike: “ What an unnecessary horror hangs over the may be a very long way on in the debate before I pretend to follow 
word ‘Materialism’! It has an ugly sound, and an indefinite meaning, them up logically in every respect, and it may be that I tay — 
and is well suited, therefore, to be set up as a sort of moral scarecrow; this platform failing to do so; and yet, who knows but that the x 
but if it be closely examined, it will be found to have the semblance of | propositions may be true notwithstanding my inability? I wil] 
something terrible, and to be empty of any real harm. In the assertion profess anything, but in the first place I will begin by introducing +, — 
that mind is altogether a function of matter, there is no more actual some of those ideas that will tend to show that there isa border- 


irreverence than in usserting that matter is the realisation of mind; the Our friend in his remarks has spoken of the fact that the 1 
one and the other proposition being equally meaningless so far as they of life run into each other, and so you may expect that if there sy 
postulate a knowledge of anything more than phenomena. Whether grade of life above the physical grade, if there is a psychical mede 

s extension be visible thought, or thought invisible extension, is a ques- life, there must be some common ground upon which the physical asi 


b tion of choice of words, and not a choice of conceptions. To those the psychical unite. Just as our friend has pointed out that it is impos- 
who cannot conceive that any organisation of matter, however com- | sible to say where vegetable life ends and animal life begins, tbat i x 
= plex, should be capable of such exalted functions as those which are | impossible to say where intelligence begins to dawn in the animat 
called mental, is it really more conceivable that any organisation of world, so it may be also impossible to say where the line is to be draws 
matter ean be the mechanical instrument of the complex manifestations | between the physical and the psychical. As the great stoct-in-treñ» 
ok an immaterial mind? It is strangely overlooked by many who with all talkers upon Spiritualism is the spiritual manifestation 
Brite on this matter, that the brain is not a dead instrument, but a kicking and the knocking of tables, it will therefore be my b 
living organ, with functions of a higher kind than those of any other to call your attention to those matters; because we must hare fgets ty 
y organ, insomuch as its organic nature and structure far surpass begin upon, and after we have got the facts we shall try to assunt fos 
eof any other organ. What, then, are those functions if they are them. It would perhaps not be credited by you if I were to gire you 
ental? Noone thinks it necessary to assume an immaterial liver some of my own experiences as a commencement, but I may refer to 
d the hepatic structure, in order to account for its functions. But some of the findings of others who have investigated this matter. | 
as the nature of nerve and the complex structure of the cerebral hold in my hand the Report on Spiritualism of the Dialectical Society, 
olutions exceed in dignity the hepatic elements and structure, so undertaken by a committee of some three dozen ladies and gentlemen, of 
st the material functions of the brain exceed those of the liver. whom Mr. Bradlaugh was one. The fact I would call your attention» 
e not sufficiently careful to ponder the wonderful operations of is that of the moving of a heavy table around which eleven persons could 
matter is capable, or to reileet on the changes effected by it comfortably sit, that table being moved without physical contact of any 
are continually before their eyes. Are the properties of a kind. The parties present knelt upon their chairs, which were placed nise 
ound less mysterious essentially because of the fami- inches from the table, with the backs of the chairs between themselre 
oo e neh we handle them? Consider the secd dropped into and the table. In that position they placed their hands over the table 
+ it swells with germinating energy, bursts its integuments, four inches from the surface, and thus in the full light of gas the 
ds a delicate shoot, which grows into a stem, putting forth table moved several times. Then they removed their chairs three inches 
a its leaves and flowers, And yet all these processes are farther, and put their hands behind their backs, and they had the mor 
of matter, for it is not thought necessary to assume an im- ments of the table in the same way. Here they had a table mored u. 
oF spiritual plant which effects its purposes through the out any physical contact whatever. There was no “ matter,” as our friend 
a material structure which we observe. Surely there are would understand it, or as our friend's notions of matter are capable of 
Properties of matter wonderful enough to satisfy anyone defining it; there was no “matter ” between any volitional power sD! 
8 be inherent in it. Are we, then, to believe that chat table for the purpose of moving it, and yet most decidedly this to 
most complex development of 0 structure is not place; the table belonging to the parties, no Spiritualist being pres. 
more wonderful operations? Would you have the no professional mediums being present, but only those who were the 
) isa microcosm containing all the forms and powers for the purpose of investigating the subject on its own merits. I might 
in the most delicate and complex manner, to call attention to a short experiment by Mr. Crooks, who is notacooanie’ 
those forms of matter exhibit separately in | a Spiritualist either; at least, whatever his private convictions may be, bè 
ual development of the nervous system through does not write as a Spiritualist in his books. We have nothing to 8. 
a its first germ to its most complex evolution, | with his convictions; we have only to do with his facts. He ays © 
What point it suddenly loses all its inherent one occasion a small party, of whom Mr. Home, the celebrated medi 
re, and becomes the mere mechanical instru- | was one, with himself, sat round a table in the light. Mr. Home tes. 
in what animal or in what class of animals an accordion between the thumb and middle finger of one band . 
abruptly intervene and supersede the the opposite end to the keys, Mr. Crooks haying previously opene“ 
the entirely distinct cause of a similar, the bass key.” They had a cage put under the table of wicker wors, ® 
mena? The burden of proving keep the accordion from being acted on by any extraneous influence wh!” 
it was under the table, “ the cage being drawn from under the table #0" 
just to allow the accordion to be passed in with its keys downwan’ 
it was pushed back as close as Mr. Home's arm would permit, W 
without hiding his hand from those next to him (as shown in “ 
engraving). Very soon the accordion was seen by those on each 88“ 
to be waving about in a somewhat curious manner; then sog” 
came from it, and finally, several notes were played in suess 
Whilst this was going on, my assistant went under the table, 9” 
e reported that the accordion was nding and contracting. = 
the same time it was seen that the hand of Mr. Home, by wbi 
3 was quite still, bis other hand resting on the tsb, 
Presently the accordion was seen by those on either side 
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ö of magnetism 
now looked under mag not. feu there 
which cutises ths magnet to 3 


what at the end of it. Now, let us ask 
other band resting on the Su W ins 3 gine Dro ane — 
J c will the clair fen S33 „her information 
result could only hare been th oe vent afford us? Perlis a will ar, W 
of the instrument being 1850 upon in ie — 5 n tony, by going into the dark, -i ji race. — 
considered by those present to boa then let th co that I cannot get without going into the dark, 80, 
sequel was still more striking, for Mr. aay Kaese om the dark with our spirit-cirele, if we can grin 
altogether from the accordion, taking it sitters sit ai A s9 doing. Well, our circle is in the dark- the 
it in the band of tle person next to ant is thers ia 0 are with their hands upon it, and the elairvoy- 
then continued to play, no person touching it, observe? That te „FC clairvoyant 
it.” Ihave here a small work by Serjeant Cox, | sitters, similar to nds 1 tine light arising from each af the 
55 a] read a few words. He says, referring to the Spiritual The light 3 8 risès from the poles of the magnet. 
24 ie? I Tf they are not facts, but delusions And impostures, how out from the tips of th 3 organs of the head, It is enn 
. N. investigator of repite, after patient and honest forming in n belo ey ngara, from the eyes. from Lhe lips, — 
t peg Bede be convinced that the phonomena are resl, or | called a harmonious ele it 8 Well, if the circle ia what is 
9 asort that he bas discovered a trick, and shown us how among the sitters these various Habt A al . j 
wo ered „Well, having stated the phenomena, and substantiated | touch the other, until there is a — : ba 15 At sace; One cloud wi 
e scar, I suppose you will credit me if I venture to build sn | of all the sit > Phat Mey ere ene. tha Head 
pe ipis way, T suppi 1 b ters. What have you then? Why, you have a livin 
aye their existence, and in bringing forth this argument I magnets you have all the various members of tbat cirela 3 g 
ent UP. zation into another domain of life than tit whieh). ether 3 ist circle joined to- 
* ry the peng gente 8 a nai bs —.— TA 89 gather du migustie relatie nsii, and you msze the iuedium- ie poles 
eo? taded in the category adva my antagonist. Now, of the maguet, the most sensitiee part o metic ehan al 
ye a manifestations produced? We haye a vague notion that one —*— as I have the armature bere. 3 — A Se 
py ds form circles, and that they use mediums, But what is a | sent the top of a table, then you have the spiritual a tw: z tom 
spr : ann oad ce ip. hl at may e of the oe here, hye sitters here, one here, and the jum placed EM th 1f iioi 
pre ja the pbi y of Po d Arzk-elrele consists oi a are OF the proper temperaments, then you will assur itita 
ai * 4 z of persons sitting round a table; it muy bea large table ee ee e eee 8 then, s * aay 
so sare number of persons, or it may be a small table with a small which these manifestations are produced, The next thing is where de 
ai cof persons. They place their hands lightly upon the top of the this foros come from? We read in the Report of the Dial etica S cists thet 
ss wiper remain ae eS may be, or pinging, oe laughing, a . to lift dag was calculated as being in operation for the 
‘ant, just as they please, for a certain number of minutes; purpose of keeping u table standing upon its edge and a heavy claw, sus- 
„ for hours, it may be for evenings; it may extend over weeks pended out into the air, without euything apparently keeping it 
zor ; but sooner or later these manifestations commence. Those going to the ground again. Where did tis 50 the. of 3 
e highly mediumistic have the manifestations right away; those | Now, there is always force in operation where there isa living human 
eee pot so mediumistic sometimes find it necessary to change their | body or any other living body, and this force is capable, under certain 
or oot) they get a proper combination of temperamentsinto the circle, conditions, of being given off In fact, it is continually being given 
weer tot the manifestations may take place. Ihave read to you what | off, and it depends upon certain excitements of the nervous system ag 
thos manifestations are, I bave read to you the fact of tables being elevated, to how if shall be given off, and as to the amount in which it 
f of secordions being played without physical contact of any kind what- | shall be given off. The force which comes from the various sitters 
d In the one case we see the exercise of force; in the other case we is capable of producing a fulcrum that is sufficiently powerful to 
wee the etnibition of intelligence, because I think it will be granted that move the table, as this movement is seen and proved to take place 
Seger is necessary to play a tune even upon an aceordion. Now we | by the observation of those who are capable of seeing the operation, 
2 dare bw. in sitting at oe table the bye sed a oan ee has a just in ie ras pate pee as you rae able ie stand and look at an engine 
influence upon the movements of the table. ave met at work. tus ask how it is that the human body itself is moved? 
Pea sumber of persons who have said that they were able to control Our friend has called attention to matter, and he tells you that fores is 
the movements of the table by their will-power. Again, you ask ques- in matter. Now I want to know what part of the matter of the human 
osal Sit eat e ee F be moving the airi = you | pay force is — that enables my hand to lift that magnet? II I take 
decide question will be answered in a certain way, and to be sure | the bone as the basic part of the organism, what part of the bone is 
the table answers the question as you decided. In the extract from the the force in? Ido 25 see that, the 1 of my arà has any power 
Nabel Society's Report, towhich I havealluded, we find that the com- | whatever to lift that magnet. Well, but you will say there are tendons 
2 eee one e E in certain 0 and oe | attached to the bones and, museles which contract, and so form a lever 
id move as desired. ere, then, is a very curious fact, namely, to lift the arm. Then I say what power has the muscle got to operate 
— eleven 3 = 1 8 were ladies ee men, | 55 55 way ? Tie force H there in the musele? If you bad a basketful 
£ & table, not one of them touching it, and yet that of it, how muc force could you get out of it? You will reply, 
— ee to their 9 . 1 1 have ee got [itt apse te the 73 operating 5 the muscle; these tenos of 
re? e have the existence of the psychi power muscle have got little filaments and nerves coming from the centre of 
chim. It is not a physical power, but a psychical power. If I the nervous phi Ag and diffusing themselves an cone those bundles, 
pe my hands under the able sog un it ee eee . re 1 and they give the power of contractility.” Then I say, What is 
prial i power; you see the bone and muscle, and all that kind of there in the nerve to enable it to cause the muscle to contract 
thing. But if I'stand away from the table, and wi// that the table shall and to move the bone, so as to enable it to lift a weight ? 
move, or if ang number of men and women stand round the table and Oh,“ it will be replied, “there is in the nerve a peculiar fluid ealled 
will that it shall move or shall not move, or shall moye so many times nerve aura. This fluid is an invisible ether which flows from the brain, 
> gop at —— point, what is it that moves the table, grauting that goss along the nerves of sensation from the points of the fingers, where 
imiy willpower? Have I not in that experiment discovered new | I feel objects, and then goes back along other nerves to the organs that 
isstions that are entirely beyond anything that my antagonist recog- are to be moved, in order to accomplish different actions.” Then what 
ties? This is the first point, then, that we have to establish—the is this fluid, this nerve ether? What is this something which the clair- 
Mitens of one psychical function. We see here another kind of yoyant sees as a halo hovering round a spirit-cirele? Has this almost 
an ot iy age then what is ah that 8 ~~ tabje ? How can we eS something got all the force, and have the more material 
dit? How ean we explain it? old a little magnet in my rta of the organism got no force whaterer? For we find that 
he 8 e what it 5 capten phe magoei ines palpable, — pE ea of the body—any physiologist will tell 
ay re; o this armature, by means of a hook, you that what I say is true—have no power to move themselves 
Si nin three pounds weight. What is it that suspends the three any more than this hail has power to 3 itself, any more than a 
— weight? I have perused many. lectures on magnetism, but I locomotive engine has power to move itself unless there is the pro- 
5 not found any easor able to explain to ine how that armature | polling influence of steam. It is true that this organism has the 
“ramen It will be said that it is the magnetic current; bat what power of developing a certain amount of steam, a certain amount of 
x magnetic current? The lecturer says it is something that causes | force, a certain amount of that which adapts it to move; but then, even 
— to more in u gertain way towards a certain point near tothe granting that this force which moves the table is got from the bodies of the 
the pole. Then, L ask bim, did he ever see that magnetism? call sitters, and granting that it is sufficient to move the table, is it also 
1 of my antagonist to the fact that bere is an exhibition of | sufficient to manifest intelligence? We saw in the ease of the accordion 
1 “matter.” There is no agency visible. If you bring the | playing under the table without any band touching it, that there was 
then, wre in contact with the book, there is no cohesion. Why is it, | intelligence. An accordion was played to the strain of a well-known 
The that it will stick to the magnet, and will not stick to tho book ? tune, and played very perfectly. Now, what would our clairvoyant say 
„ bur ie matter, as well as the other. And oe 4 is it chat a tuble will to that matter? Supposing we had a clairvoyant there, what would be 
1 With certain people sitting round it, will not move with observed? There wate be a psychical organism seen manipulating that 
in her people sitting round it? In other words, why is it that accordion, an 1 just as perfect as the one you see now, made up of 
: thet is magnetic, and that the book is not magnetic? Why is those elements that you do not see, and yet which are the elementè which 
t Certain le sitting round the table are magnetic, and that move this hand according to the well-nscertained laws of physiology. 
in Other are not magnetic? This ie the open question, and I have nothing whatever to say about matter and non-matter. I have 
2 . bet ares respecting it, I have stated it for you. The nothing whatever to say about one existence or more existences. Accord- 
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call attention to is » simple experiment respecting | ing to our friend, there is not even one existences; there is only a bit of an 
Satur of the force which sustains the magnet. Supposing I put | existence, for it stops at death. But I believe in a continuous existence ; 
et against a bock, or any other object, and place it in and as to matter, how can we say that an organisn is at an end when it 
a room—a + dark room; and supposing I take into that goes out of our view? Do we net all know that the most palpable 
u what ‘Reichenbach calls a sensitive, but what the Spirit- | matter, that the most solid, the most opaque matter, is capable of being 
medium or a clairvoyant. Introduce any of those j reduced to the most cthereal conditions? The fact that matter is 
„mediums, or clairvoyants iuto the room where | invisible to us is no argument against its continuance. We find that 
d the right up to it, and put a finger on | when matter is invisible, it is more potential. The wind is invisible; 
that? Have they cats eyes? Do | steam is invisible. ($ laugh.) Vapour, my friend, is visible, but 
that cats do see in the dark, and I | steam is invisible. ence, although I should not like to dogmatise 
find that other animals can see upon it, I should like to speculate thus far—that matter has 
t can see in the dark, can see got no power or force whatever in it. Instead of matter con- 
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taining force, and instead of force being the result of matter, matter 
phenomena) is the result of forco. 8 is the active principle; 
force is the positive side of existence, and matter is the negative side of 
existence. Matter is the piston-rod, and force is the steam, You have 
an invisible force hore; you have an illustration of it in this magnet. 
Here is an invisible force doing a visible act. Here you havo an 
illustration of the whole scheme of existence before you. Dho growth 
of a plant, the moving of my body, and every phenomenon that takes 
place on the face of the earth, or that can take place upon this earth, 
takes place in accordance with tho law that you see manifested before 
you now, namely, a visible phenomenon proceeding from an invisible 
cause, and—find that ont at your leisure, 


Ma. Baavtaven’s Secoxn Srercu, 


Mr. Bravravon: My friend has been in his opening a little too 
modest, While I have no doubt that it is perfectly true that he is a 
very hard-working man, no man in this country ought to be more 
capable, and probably no man is morecapable, of speaking for Spiritual- 
ism than Mr. Burns, who edits Muman Nature and the Meprum, the most 

wominent if not the only spiritual journals in this country (no, no). 

Vell, those who think themselves more able can try me when J have 
done with Mr. Burns. 
delivered to you, Mr. Burns has placed me ina considerable difliculty, 
because it appears that we use English words attaching precisely opposite 
meanings to them; and T confess that I shall either have to unlearn some 
of the meanings I attach to English words, and shall have to abandon 
every classical guide in doing so, or, if I adhere to my own, I shall be 
utterly incapable of comprehending, as I shall show you presently, 
some language which bas fallen from my antagonist. I regret that there 
was no part of my opening speech that was thought worthy of any reply, 
and that the only two portions of it that were noticed were noticed 
utterly incorrectly. I never pretended that existence stopped at death. 
I never said anything so manifestly absurd or manifestly ridiculous. I 
never said that there was not only not one existence but only a bit of an 
existence; and I never said anything that ought to have been construed 
into that. 1 took express pains to explain what I did mean, and how I 
meant it. It would be unign to repeat that till it is replied to; 
but I confess Tam still of opinion that there was enough in that to 


giving the slightest argument in support of his position (whether I was 
right or wrong, at any rate, I tried to give some reasons as I went on, and 
will not pretend to say that they were effective or efficient, but they were 
the best È could give)—Mr. Burns, without giving the slightest reason at 
all, has told you that man has two conditions of life, one physical and 
one psychical. I thought I took some pains to explain the difference 
between animal life and vegetable life, and the further phase of intelli- 
gence; and I should bave thought it not unworthy the notice of a 
gentleman who knew the points we had to debate to explain whether he 
meant the same as I did, and if not, where he differed from me in the 
meaning attaching to those words. IJ am left in the utter dilemma that 
I do not know at present whether Mr. Burns accepts everyone of those 
detinitions. If he did, he has talked utter nonsense ever since. I use 
the words in no unfair sense, it is the only phrase which can characterise 
E it; or, if he has talked what to him was sense, then he has done me the 


l 5 5 to leave me to be misled by not showing me where his words 
y ered in the meaning he intended to convey from that which I intended 
: to express. I might have given the wrong meanings, but at any rate I 
r gave some. He has used words, and bas given us no meanings to guide 


us as to the sense in which he bas used them. Mr. Burns says that 
man's second life is divided into physical life and psychical life, and that 
death is the sunderance of these two lives. I explained what I meant by 
death—a sunderance, not a cessation of either. If of either, why of one 
2 than the other? But he did not pretend it was a cessation of 
either, aud yet he only contended for the continued existence of one. 
? And if death be the sunderanee, is birth the union of them? and 
ut do sunderance and union mean used in that sense? It does not do 
dy words about as if they were shuttlecocks; we must try at any 
e to show that there is some sense intended to be conveyed behind the 
swe use. Then Mr. Burns said we must have facts. It does not 
that men are capable of comprehending facts (a laugh), and the 
n who laughs shows that he is one of those. The Indian 
e could not comprehend the fact of the ice. The juries who con- 
| men of witchcraft and wizardry, for which they were burnt, com- 
d them very inaccurately; and the people who laugh before 
sometimes have no comprehension at all, Now permit me 
with reference to these facts I have done my best to under- 
I hope that those who listen to this debate desire that 
pre that it should be—conducted in the spirit in which 
f because I would strive if it were possible to eliminate 
debate anything except the endeavour to gain the truth. Iam 
ough in mere word: play, without any boast, to indulge in that 
leases me; but g prefer simply to try to think out 
j was the truth in relation to this matter. If people 
‘ain quite content, regretting that those on the other 
e best way of arriving at the truth about it. Let 
sas to the facts. I am told that a committee 
ve reported, and that I was one of that 
ed my friend, or he would have told you, 
one of that committee, never to have had 
g any of those wonders. I sat with their 
í save some such as I produced by 
that Mr. Home’s raps were so 
opinion about it. I only say that whan 
ible, and with my thumb against the hard 
e produced. I do not think Mr. Home's 

to make my statement as frank as I 
did produce similar rape i and that 
und in the glass such as I 

self there are 

not ban hal 


In the course of his speech which he has 
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| addressed to us by our friend, Ie says: “ How do you explain s 
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phenomena of Spiritualism, as they are called, for the last twenty 

and it has been either my misfortune or my fault never to Dave 1 
able to obtain any of these manifestations, But L ask YOu to lo 
the illustration given, What is the illustration Mr. Burns has me, ~% 
in the magnet? T submit (hat there could be no illustration, if 1 fy i 
had comprehended the value of his argument, more fatal than thig 3 
says: „ You have here a magnet, and you have this magnet fis), 
capabla of holding a weight of some two or three pounds,” ] dy P 
trouble as to the exact weight, because when onee you liave ona wei 
with an additional magnetic force you may increase it, Suppo a 
875 knowing nothing of magnetism was told that that weight ye 
1eld by a spirit! It is not my purpose either to deny or ta whiny the 
tables move. When I see one moved, I will try % inquire how ii 
hy by 
how J will do my best to ascertain. It is no portion of my Pa 
deny the whole of the phenomena alleged to have taken piaca jn the 
presence of Mr. Home, I wili characterise them presentis; pye] k 
you to read, as I have read, the trials whieh took ao lor 195 — 
more than one hundred years ago, and the sworn evidence ee n * 
wonderful things than these that bave been related to you tiga s 
which people were burnt, society having since heartily rejeg s, 
whole of it. What becomes then of the appeal of my fesul, +4 
you not to rely upon such evidence?" If our friend will inite i a 
table move, that wouid not convince me of Spiritualism. J sould then 
want to try and find out in what manner the table had been raised; snd 
just as I have nover been mad enough to deny that you might fod a 
magnet with power to raise ten tons of steci, so I shall nene mad 
enough to deny that there is a magnetic farce which tay tect and 
repulse wood or any other particular modes of substance (a iiss), Thy 
gentleman probably means something by the hiss; his power of een, 
is greater than his attraction, Let us follow the bne of ar. 


ism?" Tt is not my business to explain it; it is your business 
you assert that it is a devil that does it, ora spirit that doce it, or some- 
thing out of the range of our experience that does it; it is for you to 


explain, and my ignorance is no argument in your favour, Di end 
did not give you the strongest illustrations that he might hure viven in 
favour of Spiritualism. In Robert Dale Owen's book, aud in a book 


demand u reply. Mr. Burns bas been good enough to tell you, without | recently published, I find that they go to the extent of a very stout lady 


coming through the roof of a room without destroying the took Now 


| I have never had the advantage cì witnessing sucha phenomenon., To 


me at present—oh! I am not denying it. I do not trouble to deny 
matters of which I have had no opportunity of judging; nor is it eny 
portion of my business to deny them, It is for you, who say they bare 
taken place by spiritual means, not to say, “They have taken place, 
and how do you account for them?“ but to say they have laken place, 
and to show us how you account for them. I have my impression thet 
probably the people who thought they saw the lady coming through the 
roof were not in a condition to enable them to form an accurate judg- 
ment upon the phenomenon which they supposed they had witnessed, 
but that is only my opinion, and I put it forward with a great degree of 
submission, For example, when a man who has taken a considerable 
amount of whisky says that he sees a red dog in the corner of the room, 
I do not deny that that man sees a red dog, but what Ideny is that be 
is in a state which enables him to sensate accurately and to represent his 
sensations fairly; and it is quite possible that seven or eight different 
persons may have very different impressions from what I would hare, 
Now a number of things that fell from our friend induced me to sup- 

osé that he had not paid the smallest attention to any of the scientific 
8 of the last fifty years. But I find my time bas expired. I 


| shall have an opportunity of continuing the argument. 


Mr. Burns's Secony Spreecn. 


Mr. Burns: Ladies and Gentlemen,—When I sat down L was just 
about to observe that I had proved my first proposition, namely—Thst 
man had got psychical functions as well as physical functions; and that 
all my propositions were in accordance with the already-ascertained 
laws of nature. I am very sorry indeed that I should cause my friend 
any inconyenience by introducing to him matters that he has not got 
phraseology for—however, that is a matter (hat can easily be remedied. 
When once we get hold of more knowledge it is very easy for us to be 
able to designate it according as our intelligence and our powers of 
expression enable us; but that is not my business, that is his. I will 
content myself with going on with my argument. We all know that 
there is a physical world around us, and we know that we have a physical 
body whieh is in harmony with that physical world. We know that if 
the physical body is dropped down, it will break like any other body; 
we know that if it is put into the fire, it will burn like any other body; 
we know that the body is subject to all the conditions of matter: but not 
so the mind. There is an imponderable realm throughout all nature, and 
man participates in that realm. As I observed to you, the magu? 
itself is an incontrovertible instance of that realm, showing that physiesl 
effects are produced by invisible causes; indeed, as I was remarking, if 
you will look at the whole theatre of existence you will find that it is 
simply a repetition of that which we observe in the magnet—a physiol 
effect produced by an invisible cause. By an analysis of the functions 
by which the body is able to perform any one action, I showed you that 
the material structure of the body and the great labour which itis called 
upon to do were due to an invisible fluid. We do not know how many 
other fluids there are of a more attenuated nature behind that one; the 
only thing we know is, that the last agent that we are capable of getting 
under our scrutiny is not material and tangible, as we N those 
words. My friend spoke of matter; what is it that is material or 
tangible? These solid bodies that are in this hall, before they were 
solid bodies bad to be in a gaseous or semi-gaseous or magnotic condi- 
tion. You will observe it is not bread and butter and beef and solid 
matter that goes to build up your body mechanically in the same way as 
this eee was built A Every atom of your body has to be mediated 
by digestion; it has to be entirely changed from what it was before 
if becomes another structure, and in going through that change it has 
to pass by exosmosis through a membrane in whieh there is no hole— 
why, there is a spiritual manifestation at once: bone and muscle going 
through a membrane without any hole. We begin to look at matter, 


and we find: that matter is all porous, that there are no two atoms of 
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Maing pinon wam and he marked it down. That vory 
bg no hour, there was another part 7 intørested in the guno 
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2 had Iyer be anything more ectentifie than that? At the ea ne 
fo pou are congulting two different clalrvoyants, one in 
rw Mber in Paris amd with the mamo reall, Wendo, thorn, 
MAn a power Of sight altogether unlike the physical power of 
i Wi — fod that matter ia really nothing to Hat peyelicnl power) 
pint and physical oan be mixed and jnterehwnged wath evel 
oT) a wey as absolutely to do away with eau the Aa tothe 

7 o gattar rough matter, that our friend makes vo light af, ldo 
P o being it forward an anything thatahould irritato his footings s 
opal to bring it forward fa any objection to any particular 
1 yay have. l think, that sowing he is so deeply interested in 
— * eng tint matter to hin representa eee, A ho wally 
ae, cost matter ia, he will Kom mare shout existence than he 
j Lorn and if an tell him anything now and startling nbouk 
F i ean tell him anything that will challenge his powers of 
eon or understanding in reset to matter, E hope he will 

a from me with duo gratitude. T am not going to tell you all I 
Abend mattot thus early in the debate; I Ain rather afraid of 
eg ary and I am going to koep a little till to-morrow night f it 
bp (ant there will be no rain them, and I shall require to bave nne 
Sgianair down Hihongst yon; so that Tam not going to tell you all 

SN dot matier on the presant Geension, We nee, however, that it 
1 „ to look through mattor. A friend of mine consulted thi» 
s Fowler in London. He lived in Glasgow, and she told him 

doing at his own fireside at that hour, He wrote it down, 
von be went down by train the next night he found it exactly as 
gt This is an illustration of the fact that man has powers a ken 
weladed in our ordinary 
gio matter sud the relations of matter, I have seen objects come 
nl volle; I have on objecta come into rooms where the doors 
whare the windows were shut, and where the chimneys were 
bd There are dozens of persons in this hall now who know experi- 
ly tbat matter can pase through matter; there is no doubt about 
Sow, bow ie this effveted ? I have explained the manifestations 
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Í on, and T think you will see that it is in accord- 
wih tte lawa of matter, We soe that material objects hold 
together; wiskio tee that material objects may be dissipated. Look at 
thet ee tome was volid conl; what a metamorphosis! Why, there 
sm through matter now in the various gases intermingling 
ith each other. This process of disintegration is carried on * a 
dee drot, and if we had knowledge enough, if we knew enongh of 
e relations of mutter, could we not disannul this cohesion by u 
iprocess from the clumsy one of using n retort and all that 
En . process to which we are accustomed? If a 
signe wer commensurate with that intelligence, cou 
do it by another process? Here is an argument for Boiritualiem 
Ba; 1 it transcends our chemistry, if it transcends all our intellect 
ngen and most cultivated forin to explain how matter Pausen 
g mator, how much wiser must those intelligences be that effect 
za 15 ga not believe it, but that docs not alter the fact : 
‘Pree, and by intelligence having the highest amount. of lnowledge 
wiry and the laws of matter, But 1 find my time ia up. 


, You have four or five minutes yeh 
ton: Would you mind saying, ns the conclusion of your 


f p e Fe me very much to know—why if must be 
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walt sbrond in the universe, T see nothing more nor less than 
al intelligent action, E find that I have got what is called 


3 he our friend thinks he has got intelligence, and 
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m Phenomena that I gee, and that I have to exereise m 
+ Th u often fruitlessly, e that I cannot achieve the result 
eee tt ue plain as A B C, If any man will sny that the 
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estimate of human powers. And now | 


! — brow ht before you as well as 1 was able, and T will try to | 


L know it can be done, and it must be done by | 


around me, must it not use taken intelligence | 


woe. Leannot concave of | 


what in intangible—ia immaterial, But howdo you justly the nae 
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% people from whom the 17 ti ng 
called meditirpa, Through than the ie eed ae at 
manipulated by the suporintanding intelligendia, and thus iv is that 
whist ia ontio Sitrnetion becomes repulsion, and the objeot 
Wirough, ‘Then attrnction amerta ite sway, and Lha porte agna together 
things nol you do not ara where the operation las gecugrod, ‘Shems 
things have even taken plaza jy daylight, 


Mit. Bua Tintin He 


Mr. Disovaven : T think T am entinled oil more strongly. to com 
plain, Other worda hayo been ymd which, when usai by me, were 
given with deltnitionas Me, ue haw deed Ube tame warda in a snie 

j whieh, if any moso wan intended to. be Gn. mt lowe beet 
entirely different from the detiniion T gaves nul he did pot iake the 
troublo to explain in what songo be weed them, Thal ja cep the 
com will rogard to the word ^ intelligende,” becouse the detinition 
1 gave would pevelude the mpyplionbiling e the ward in bia wng in 
wingi Mr. Burns liw bppled , J dana pre tint my definition 

ie to, be taken to bind Me, Burne, but 1 do pretend that huzing hened 

| wy definition, if he used Wa word in. any other mne be ought to 

ba vo had the courtory to my in what sonso he fied it, Me, borne says 

| ho regrets to puzzle me; but ib iy nok so much puzzling we oe Iis 

| damaging his own ewe by nob making it clearer to the audiqnee he 

| addresses, The puzzling me ia the amallest matter about it, Supposing 
it were successful, it would not be any particular un ter of boosting in 
a debate of this kind. I endeavoured, ngbtiy or wrongly, to commence 
this debate in n purely reasonable and philosophical faebion, It may 
bu that I did not succeed, but T think I bave far grownde of complaint 
that nob one of the points, nol one al the definitions, not one of ibe 
explanations, has been taken where words haye Dot been weed in u 

| manner entirely contrary to the nonas in which I. nasd them, without 
anything being given to guide un as to what was the meaning intended 
to be conveyed. Now, let us take Mr. Burnsa argument for the beet. 

When he first sat down, under a mistake us to the time, he mid that 

what was happening around him must be done by intelligence, I rather 
rejoiced at the break, because 1 thonght that a ittle wuggration might 
al any rate lead to an argument there. J naked him why be mid so, and 
his answer was, “I cannot conceive it being dons in any other way,” 

Then his inability to conceive is to be the sole argument upon which 

I am asked to accept his statement, What does that amount to? 

“Spirit lifts table.” Does it? Why do you say so? "Oh, anus 

Í don’t understand it being lifted in any other way,” That is 
Mr. Burns's argument reduced into simple words, He has talked of 

| matter going through matter. T have never said it did not. You mag 
| have an illustration of it by pouring water on this cloth, for you will 
see that the water will run through. Tot lat has that to do with 

spirit? Mr. Burna says, Ou, but some clairvoyant saw something a 

long way off.” Woll, if before Rose's telescope had been invented 
| somebody had said. that it was possible to res into the moon and 
measure mountains, men would havi laughed at him, Doss the 
ability to wee into the moon and measure the mountains prove spirit? 
It only proves that there was a possibility of developing the visual 
ability to a far greater extent than propie more ignorant thought. ‘Then 
the measure of the proof of Spiritualism is to be the ignorance of the 
people who are to measure. Woll, T confom thal. in an astounding sort 
of proposilion to come before an audience. Then the more point, as it 
is put to you, is still, I submit, put in a fashion (I any it with all 
respect) which shows the utter inability of Mr. Burns to comprebend 
the language I have addresud to him, He says I would soy that 
food is transformed into intelligence. Where have I said anything 
like it? On the contrary, I baye. specinily guarded against the posi- 
| bility of its being conceived that £ e ee. na entity at all. 
Ido not say that you can transform it into hardness, or brightness, or 
colour. What I do ay is that hardness, brightness, colour, specialty 
of extension, are characteristics by which you distinguish different 
| conditions of existence, And so I put for vitality, and so I put for 
| intelligence, and there has not been one atlempt even to grapple with 
the argument, whether they were effective or ineffective. Our friend 
feli this; and what was the excuse he gave? „Oh,“ be mid, ” I could 
tell you more about matter, bub I am not going to run raynell dry 
to-night.” Well, if we have mét here to joke L can understand it; but 
if We have met hore to understand what each means, then T aay that 
ie not the way in which I phould be met, Our friend waa bound to 
tall us all he could tell us about it. Lottie Fowler may be, and J have 

n doubt ia, a very interesting person, but I want to know what sort 

of argument. fas been addressed to you to prove that what Lottie 
| Fowler said or did resulted from Spiritenliem? There are wany facts 
connectod with psychological phenomena which are within the range 
| Of ordinary exsperienes, Any medical book of any ability ut all will 
bell you that. De. Maudeley, from whom I quoted, has collected far 
stronger illustrations (vom of which -T should have been pre pared 

% grapple wilh) than sch ridicaloun things su necortions waggling 

and tables moving. I do not want to uso unfair langusge, but. 1 

do think that T have a right to require grenter dignity of treatment 
from the other side. I carefully refrained, in my opening wpoech, from 
any plirass that ought to baye bean mot, with any sort of jocularity. 

Que friend talks of my being irritated, I havo ait bod much priory 

experience to grow irritatod unless IL want to, and certainly do not 
think I am ele to want lo in the course of thie debate, But T ask, 

What noed for pulting that in at all? Let ug see what sort of language 

we have beontreated.to, We were told—and this shows how utterly our 


friend either misunderstood me, oF was incapable of comprohending the 


language T usod—we were told of what jx material or tangible,” us 


though the one word were the correlative of the other. Then that 
een that whit is intangible—you yourself making the measure of 


2 


tion? It isan auumption that you bave no right to make, Then, in 
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SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK, AT THE SPIRITUAL 
INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN. 

Frinay, DESCEMER 27, Mr. Morse, Trance-medium, at S. Admission, Is, 

Suxpay, DrORMBER 20, Service at Cavendish Rooms, ut 7 o'clock. Address by 
J. J. Morse, in the France. 

1 Wrepxespay, Jaxvary 1, Developing Circle by Mr. Cogman, at 8. 

for a Course of Four Sittings, 6s. 

THURSDAY, Jaxvary 2, Seance by Mrs. Olive, Trance-Medium, at 8 o'clock, 
Admission, 2s. 6d. 

Other Seauces in London and the Provinces may be found on page 518. 


Tickets 
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REMARKS ON THE DEBATE. . 
Tn the present number of the Meprum appears the report, given 
verbatim, by Messrs. Reed and Woodward, of the first night’s 
debate between Mr. Bradlaugh and Mr, Burns. Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
œ speech was carefully written out and read; and as Mr. 
ad no idea how the subject would be treated, he had to do 
he could on the instant, bis power of treatment being 
ed by the unfavourable state of his health. A l 
i the report will show that Mr. Bradlaugh’s complaint that 
„ Burns overlooked his opening propositions and definitions is 
unfounded, as Mr. Burns carefully connected his new facts 
aciples with those enunciated by Mr. Bradlaugh, pointing 
at those which were true susiained Spiritualism, while such 
false were refuted by the course of Mr. Burns's facts and 
its, As Mr. Burns spoke extemporaneously, and to disad- 
the state of his health, all his terms may not be found 
ly correct, yet the soundness of the meaning conyeyed will 
ed. The importance of the debate does not rest entirely 


— 


im 


matter advanced, but rather upon the method adopted 
peaker. We have heard it reiterated that the Spiritualist, 
d , supposed to be most metaphysical in his 
ed metaphysics entirely, and resorted to hard 
larist, on the other hand, was unexpectedly 
Yes, the observation is trite and correct, and 
e? why, that Spiritualism is scientific, and 
; that it is Baconian, and therefore induc- 
t dependent upon word-play and grammatical 
bregone conclusions, but upon the facts of 
ences depend, Mr, Bradlaugh's method of 

has been used by all the opponents of 
ity since the dawn of the intellectual 
used by the bigots at the dawn of 
, Copernicus, and Galileo. It did 
discoveries in physiology, beginning 
od, 


and it is the stronghold of 
quackery at the present day. 
minds and discoverers of all 
ar. It was the antagonist 
m navigation, railway loco- 
terised by a new series of 


of 


fc 10ught to compre- 
> a who su ree 
l n by the fag 
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ch he despe- 


THE MEDIUM. AND DAYBREAK. 
ee Ă e a — — 


77 


—_ 
—— 


DECEMBER 27, 1872. 


respect to the facts and principles of his science? Do we have 
metaphysics in our medical colleges, in the School of Mines, op 
at Greenwich Observatory? After all, what is this metaphysica] 
method? It is simply the personal knowledge of the individual 
pitted against all that is possible to be known. lence Mr. Brad. 
augh’s style makes the wielder of it look clever; for if we 
eliminate bis appreciation of his own particular opinions there 
would be nothing noticeable left. On the other hand, the scien- 
tific demonstrator is entirely cast in the shade by the light and 
magnitude of his facts. It is not himself, his views, or his special 
leading in respect thereto, which he has to exhibit, but those 
invulnerable truths which bide their time whether we care to 
accept them or not. Mr. Bradlaugh’s opening was really not 
devoted to the subject announced at all, but to his notions of 
physical existence; and in that connection no doubt they wers 
fook and sound, but it was a misnomer to suppose that fhe 
treatment thus afforded Was concerning the subject announced, 
Like the Arabian prophet, Mr, Bradlaugh desired the mountain ty 
come to him, but the mountain was inmmoyable. Next week the 
report will show that he was at last induced to advance towarils 
the mountain, with what results it will be seen, 


THE SUNDAY SERVICES. 

On Sunday evening rather a titin audience assembled in Cavendish 
Rooms, no doubt partly on account of the faet that Dr. Sexton was 
engaged in discussion at the Hall of Progress, Paddington, Mv. Burns 
delivered an address, which seemed to interest his hearers very deeply. 
By a review of twelve different phases of spiritual manifestations, le 
proved the problem of human immortality, the identity of spirits, aud 
communion with the spirit-world. He wound up his remarks with a 
felicitous allusion to the season of the year, showing that our ideas of the 
unseen were based upon our observations of the visible, that the re- 
newal of the seasons was a type of the renewal of life ina spiritual state, 
and that the baptism of the spirit-world was the “Christ” which saved 
us from ignorance of our true nature, and also saved us from the grossness 
and sensuality of the merely animal nature. IIe showed that the idea 
of making Jesus or a man the “ Christ,” or of deriving salvation from 
a human sacrifice being offered to a tyrannical and wrathful God, were 
unspiritual, and the lingering remnants of a barbaric idolatry. 

Mrs. Dickinson, from America, was also on the platform, and was 
controlled by three of her guides. First, a medical spirit, who ex- 
pressed the intentions of Mrs. Dickinson and her spirit-guides in visiting 
this country. Then “ White Fawn,” an Indian spirit, spoke very 
pleasingly of her experiences in the spirit-life. She had been shot by a 
white chief, and for four years entertained feelings of revenge towards 
him, durirg which time she was unhappy, and made no progress. 
Through the intervention of a fair and lovely spirit she forgave her 
murderer, and has been happy and useful since in controlling mediums 
and teaching humanity spiritual truths. After White Fawn,” Mrs. 
Dickinson was controlled to utter a very beautiful and appropriate 
invocation, 

A fine series of spirit-photographs by Mr. Beattie, Clifton, were also 
exhibited. 

Mr. Morse will speak at Cavendish Rooms on Sunday evening in the 
trance, 

NEXT SUNDAY IN LONDON. 

Sunday Services for Spiritualists, at Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer 
Street, Wells Street, Oxford Street, at 7 p.m. Mr. Morse will speak in 
the trance. A 

Charles Voysey, at St. George's Hall, Langham Place, in the morning. 

Sunday Evenings for the People, St. George's Hall, at 7. Lectures 
by J. K. Applebee, Esq., on „Religious Lessons from the Writings 
gi Charles Dickens,” followed by selections from Mendelssohns “St, 

aul,’ 

New Church, the Mall, Kensington, at 6.30. Dr. Bayley, on “Jesus 
Giving Sight to the Blind,” 

“An Unfettered Pulpit,“ South Place Chapel, Finsbury, at 11.15. 
M. D. Conway, on“ Christian Myth and Christian Truth.” 


DR. SEXTON’S APPOINTMENTS. 


Mechanics Hall, Halifax, Sunday, January 5th, as follow :— 
f aay clas Philosophy of Trance—Natural, Mesmerie, and 
iritual.“ 
8 Theories Invented to Account for and Explain Spiritual 
Phenomena.” 

Arrangements are in progress for Dr. Sexton to lecture at Batley, 
Leeds, Neweastle-upon-Tyne, Huddersfield, and other places early in the 
new year. 

All communications to be addressed to Dr. Sexton, 17, Trafalgar Road, 
Old Kent Road, London, S. E. 


Mrs. Jura B. Dicxrnson may be found daily at her rooms, 10], 
Southampton Row, near Russell Square. 

Mr. axo Mrs. Horses will hold their spirit-face seance on Mon- 
day evening, to avoid New Years Day with its social gatherings. 
Spirit-likenesses are recognised at all of these wonderful seances. 

We near that Mr. Cogman is making arrangements for a series of 
special seances at his rooms, by the most celebrated mediums, of which 

ue notice will be given. The first seance of the series is arranged to 
take place on January 10, 1873, Mrs. Holmes, medium, to be followed 
at regular intervals by Mrs. Basset, Mrs. Olive, Miss Hudson, and other 
well-known mediums. 

Tea-Parry at Mancnester.—The Manchester Spiritualists of 
Dickenson Street will bold their annual tea-party on Sunday afternoon 
next (December 29) in Grosvenor Street Temperanee Hall (tea on 
the table at five o'clock), and will hold their usual meeting after, 
when addresses will be delivered through their respected friend 
Messrs. Jackson and Johnson, of Hyde, entranced mediums,—Yours 


jn truly, T. Daxnv. 
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2. Song, “Thy voice is 
J. March. 5. Song, 
7. Waitz 8. 
* Pretty little 
uld lang syne ;" 


3 Song, “The nearest way home.” 
” 6 Song, “I left my wife in England.” 
ome „ Regret." 9. Song, “Once again.” 10. Song, 
I. Song, „ Strangers yet.” 12, Song, * 
in pes, with variations. 


Arez Monday evening, Messrs, Herne and Williams will give no 
10 seayees in London for ten or twelve days, as they have been 
hei to visit the South of England and Yorkshire. 

ost or Mr. Wallace's mediumistie pupils writes :— You, no doubt, 
I be ghd to hear Lam as ardent as ever over our sittings, and we 
pare two new mediums developing. I can now write at any time most 
‘unificent essays upon almost any subject I have ever thought of, 
anke to you for the introduction, I have been sitting undergoing 
dewlopment for inspirational n medium, and 1 ean 
sasare you the power increases wonderfully in this and also in physical 
manifestations. 

Tux Haddergield Weekly News gives a column and a half of report 
af Dr, Sexton's lectures on ‘Spiritualism in relation to Science,” 
recently delivered in that town, The writer speaks of the lectures as 
being of a most interesting character, and describes the questions put 
at the close as very foolish ones.” The points relating to the evidence 
of msns immortality furnished by Spiritualism are brought very 
eonpeuouly forward in the report, and the writer evidently thinks 
thst many of Dr. Sexton's arguments were unanswerable, 

Me. D. H. Wissox, B.A., writes a long letter on Spiritualism to the 
Corsarvon Herald, from which we make the following extract: —“ What 
uur can Spiritualism expect from those who spend the life of soul 
and body in the acquisition of worldly goods? The man who is absorbed 
jn making money, the sensualist, the inveterate pleasure-seeker, the 
idler, what happiness can the knowledge afford such as them thut there 
‘isa life to come wherein their favourite pursuits will combine to tell 
aginst them ; a life of drudgery wherein they must cultivate new tastes, 

it is the ultimate destiny of man to be in a truth-loving, active, 
pure, and charitable sphere? The truth is, these individuals do not 
y believe in any conscious existence beyond the present, and 
consider themselves wise in following up what they most like, regardless 
el its intrinsic value.” 
Me. Wartack writes: On arriving at Glasgow I was much amused 
finding the Spiritualists generally practising Rhabdomaney, or 
divination by a wand. The usual method here is for two persons to hold 
‘tone or rod in their hands, and it points to letters in the alphabet, and 
messages are spelt out frequently. It is used to point out persons 
‘who shall sit in the circle for the time being, and which seat they shall 
Occupy, when the conditions thus indicated are strictly adhered to. A 
is sometimes attached to the end of the rod, and writing is often 
ed. Mr. M Donald's two children were playing with a poker, and 
ound it answer questions. The father's attention being called to tho 
Pibject, he introduced it to the Spiritualists, and thus was Rhabdomancy 
w ied in Scotland.” Mr. Wallace thinks he will remain in Glasgow 
Al efter Clirist mas. 
Diatectica, Socrery’s Rerorr.—Mr. Young, Llanelly, says :— 
am so glad I had the Report’ down. Iam lending it to our lead- 
inkers here, and it is bespoke by a lot for some time to come. It 
e more good in convincing them of the reality of the phenomena 
other book I have ever lent. You ought to push it more,” 
ot the opinion of an interested reviewer or an advertising 
but of a practical Spiritualist. Though a large number of the 
tnd its way into the hands of Spiritualists, yet there are 
who bave never seen it. The price, 15s., has kept it out 
each of many, To give the earnest, worker a chance, the 
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Mus. Basser's visit to Dublin has been of solid advantage to the 
cause of Spiritualism. Several circles are being formed in that city,and 
further good news may be expected. 


Weare pleased to hear that Mr. Morse has given such grent satis- 
faction at Liverpool that he is specially engaged to return there on 
ators at Bromsgrove may be supplied with 


January 4, 1873. 

Srinivacists and investi 
the Memes and other . by Mr. Palmer, Weekly Messenger 
Office, Bromsgrove. Last week's Mbit, advertised in the Messenger, 
is commanding a ready sale. 

Pappincron Hare or Procress.—Mr. Merah writes: — I was 
very pleased to see Dr. Sexton at our meeting last Sunday; be was 
most enthusiastically received. A members’ meeting will be held 
next Sunday evening after the lecture, and a New Year's tea-party on 
Sunday, January 12, 1872.“ 

A corresronpent observes that, notwithstanding the prayers in 
churches and chapels lor fine weather, the rain continues to fall un- 
censingly, and fears that the praying experiment is a non-success. 
There could be no greater sign of heathenism amongst a people than 
such an act. True prayer is in spirit to a spiritual source for spiritual 
blessings, and not a let or left-handed reproach against God for send- 
ing too much rain. 


Mr. Mereni thinks the Liverpool Spiritualists will yet find the 
Islington Assembly Rooms too small. On Sunday week the hall was 
completely packed to hear Mr. Morse. After he had spoken fully an 
hour and a half there was not a dissenting voice, Iwo reporters were 
present, Spiritualism is beginning to be noticed by the press, and great 
interest seems to be manifested. Lhe secularists attend our meetings 
regularly, and we are knocking them down like ninepins.” We have 
received a Liverpool paper containing a report of Mr. Morse’s meeting, 
Though the reporter sneers at the principles advanced, yet it is the old 
cry of sour grapes. 


The good work accomplished by Mrs. Holmes during her recent visit 
to Nottingham has borne fruit to this late date. A correspondent of 
the Midland Uxpress, in a loose way, challenged the truthfulness of the 
report in the Meniu. Ile was promptly replied to by two writers, one 
of whom observed: — J do not think an observer so careless, or a 
recorder so unfaithful, is worthy of much attention. Certainly his 
evidence would not stand for much in any court. I might easily show 
that the suppressio wri exceeds the suggestio falsi, but hope some more 
able hands will deal with the matter.“ In the cther letter the truth- 
fulness of our report was successfully borne out. The broad candour 
of the following sentence contrasts favourably with the special 
recrimination of the anti-Spiritualists:— All we ask of our opponents 
is to practically prove, or as practically disprove, Spiritualism. I am 
sure Spiritualists will offer every facility either way.” Besides pro- 
ducing many practical investigators, Mrs. IHolmes's visit gave rise to 
another agreeable result, as recorded at the end of one of the letters :— 
In conclusion, I am happy to inform ‘One There’ and his friends 
that the proceeds of the four seances have cleared the debt off a new 
fifteen guinea harmonium recently purchased by the Spiritualists.” 


Psycntcan Onsecrs axo Orries— Who knows anything of this 
matter ?—apparently a new branch of science. We gladly give pub- 
licity to the following remarks on our account of a photograph giving 
a double image of n figure in the background, in the hope that it wil 
elicit a satisfactory explanationfof the cireumstance :— Your explanation 
of the three-cornered rent appearing twice is, I regret to say, unsound, 


for the following reason: Light passing through a uniform medium 


travels only in straight lines, which, if not impeded, radiate in all 
directions. From cach point of the object, whether natural or 
psychical, proceed rays which fall upon every part of the surface of the 
photographie lens, and are refracted thereby, the converging rays 
proceeding in straight lines, after passing through the lens, until they 
come to a focus, and in (his focus the image is formed. Now, the 
image photographed must of necessity occupy its relative position; but 
if there is excess of refraction in the light, the focus will fall short of 


on-Trent, | correct as to position. 
n amongst | professing to seek truth. Perhaps some of your readers may be able 


the ordinary focus, and consequently will not reach the pan while if 
there is deficiency of refraction, the rays will impinge on the plate before 
they have come to a focus: in either case the result on the plate, if at 
all appreciable, will be eminently unsatisfactory as to detail, % will be 
Let us not endeavour to shirk facts while 


to throw light on this important subject. — Tours truly, L. G. B. 
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order to show what our friend moant by tangible, he gavo thi funniont 


7 pa said that solid bodies wore age, Then the gaitoun 
Atte 0 aa n your notion, Lf ao, you and I have different notions, 
Henuated fluids,” What doo thia mean? is is tho marant 
verbiage Without sondo behind it that it ia powible to indulge in, But 
5 us try it by your own standand. ALD that iè tangible i material, 
low oan you Meare tangibility ? By touch——-resistanes, Chen what 
becomes OF that which exhibited a resisting loroo of ninety pounddy P 
ty it tangiblo aodovding to your own view of it? Probably you huve 
soma dillevent way of explaining what you mean by the ward, Taon tsi 
T am utterly bosido the whole moaning if any meaning you Talended 
to couvey ; and Task whether it is not the Mot that you have got mo 
used to repeating phrase imponderable realm,” “rather Inga 
through matter,” . henao of that kind (hat you do not trouble to 
weigh the thoughts that aro behind. A» you wy that theve manifesta 
tions —and I oonline you, for this evening, nt any rate, to those whieh 
you have Hi von proofs of intelligences, paruit me to aak you what 
sort of intelligence iy that which iv mensura) by a tablo that rimas and 
by an neeordion that playa © Home, sweet home” or Pop goes the 
weasel?" Why, really, if wo are tò mensure intelligence in Chat 
fashion, the estimate cha you would get would be one of the monk 
ridiculous charactor! Thon our friend saya, Phin muat be, and that must 
bo. Permit me to observe that it is quite ne well, when you say “must,” 
to explain why 1 think it must. Ddo not pretend to aay that your 
dicta may not bo accurate, but for each separate assertion $ whould 
like to have some measure of argument, Pict us not disguise from 
one another that there are two ways of addressing onevell to n 
subjects one ia with the thoughtful purpows of endeavouring to find 
oul what is true; nnd the otber, with the purpose of merely talking 
round about it in reckless extravagant word-play without ever lough- 
ing it at all, I do not say that I 1 in reaching the truth 
in my first speech, but L do pretend that if it had heen followed 
in the mme fashion we should undoubtedly have been tauch nonror 
to, understanding what we meant by the truth than we ave at, 
the present moment, What did our friend gay? Our friend said, 
in his first speech, that matter is the result of force; and ho waa nol cone 
tont to tell us that, but he gave us an illustration to explain it, “ Moree 
is steam ; mattor is the piston-rod,” That is a very funny way of putting 
it. Force is stenm, is it? But your steam is manufactured, Thon that 
which is manufactured is the manufacturer. Foren is the producer of 
matter, according to you. Forco of what? When T used the word 
“matter,” which I aid but very late in my speech, I took express pains 
to delno precisely what I meant by it, Give me as clone a definition 
‘of force as I gave you of matter, I showed you that exhibitions of 
force which we judge of to-day were not possible to have been judged 
of in precedent time. Task you to give me the same sort, of illustration 
in favour of your argument, Our friend iv utterly oblivious of the state- 
ment made pal in the beginning, that for the man who alleged 
er cause it was necessary to give some evidence, for that the burden 
of proof lies upon him. IId puts to me repeatedly the questions, Mow 
you account for this? How was this done? Whal did that? 
W is tho musoleo force? Why, that is no way of proving his case. 
& I simply say, in answer to each, “I know nothing about it,” 
he stands with not the slightest evidence, Then he talked about n 
bushel of muscle,” Well, cannot T talk ofen bushel of rpirit? There 
in difference, that your bushel is empty and mine is full, 1 shall 
i respass upon your attention for many more minutes; J shall have 
the opportunity of addressing you at some length to-morrow evening in 
ning; and in order nob to afford my antagonist any excuse, although 
the sort of stul (I use the word advisedly) which be has put | 
me to deal with, I shall feel it my duty, in my opening speech, to | 
ow him in the line he has taken, But that does not release him from 
uty of disposing of what I put before you. Even if he bas to | 
itself dry to-night, I ask him to do it, and J will take care to 
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him a damper to-morrow evening. 


Me. Bonss's Ture Srreon. 
Beaws: My friend and I seem to be quite at croas sticks with each | 
Thaye eine here for the purpose of discussing Modern Spiri- | 
d he fancies that I lun ve come here for the purpose of discuss: | 
Zoology. Now, that is very unfortunate, Many of the 
things that our friend put forward might be disputed at 
je; they may or may not k true, and yet Spiritualisu be a 
had no end of * philosophy," we have had no end of 
wd worda about “ phenomena,” and so on; at all those 
this dearning have never been able to keep now fonta 
» world of human congclousness, Awd soit is with 
{is the uso of our definitions unless thoy 
Our friend talks about life, and yet, be dows 
na of life; he only knows a very little bit of 
—— he is with his theory. Now, l prefer 
then seek for a theory afterwards. It in time 
theory of life within the next thirty or forty or 
Mane we can know the facta—if we can know 
int 4 ig Called lift is manifested, T think our 
i 5 ‘ions of life, He hears en sound 
‘dots not call that sound an entity; be 
mt ac therefore there is no entity, | 
than what. he secs or whot Ae 
o hear and there would be nothing | 
on of phenomena. ahs paly by | 
n, or u Jargon of phenometia 
oat all a on ung rib: 
momons of life, we must be falie 
% phenomena we gat, the more 
genie to fou, 
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was hell on Batuvday evening at 10, i ype 
wara Mr: and Min, Tonne oo lon coin Bits | n me 


HU 
Taste and 1 glee ids tin bsp uf 


Prevent; one of whio wie a miats 
ene hinmll M.A., whe isk given 1 na a bey at 
in the Liverpool Maroury m low 


Me 1 e i Cox; and nother, 
rinon; beeides Me, Cook's fanily, Ahia Aea . 
atranger nnd a gceptionl Obyorver tfia ö 
eee to e He tho medina 
wors eee, thay wero owt denote 
promot, The next thing was lor those present t hold handa, thy” lun, 
wi the anila of (hin girela pauing both ancy into the Land of halan 
next to thom, After the doors wora lockod and the room wns pa To 
tho lighta were pit gut. en the eh e rene (hit wor, ed, 
the table were Lifted up and enerigd wbvout, thn room, and wors py P 
four or five nt onoo, Then immediately yan heard the machn * 
wos biod, and ttt two or three yordi nway) spanking wud typ Ic, 
Then there was n parion speaking lo you aloe ta your fue Pry lity, 
your handa and your brow, alipping you, laying inalromenta n Win) 

hond and various parta of the body. ‘Thon another person tae Your 
wii a mals and the other a female, One ogllod e 110 0 %% 
the other ollad horel! “Rosio” Tile woe n Htela gir wha’ ind 
round and kiad everybody, T will tell you what whiu did th we. att 
took hold of my oar with her hand, put hae fittle, solt, Wei 
upon my ebook, and kimed me with an audible intonation, 
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ho has laid aside tho phywieal body and oxista in the chief hut 

Human being nt have laid aside the physical body, and hayst wiy, 
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After these instruments went round, something took the been off, 


and threw them at the man that tied them,  Bometines the lady is tied 
up by the same power much more tightly than ler viator cn tie 
hor. A visitor was asked to go and kold the lady's hinds, In iha 
firat place he was told to be earoful to feel all down the arms to we thos 
thore was nothing upon them, and having done so, bo bold the hands, 
Well, there were hoops—a tambourine hoop (with cymbals, eo thet it 
could be ensily heard when moved), u wooden hoop with wn iran hon 
upon it. The visitor felt that thane objects were there; then, holding the 
medium’ hands tightly, that tambourine hoop with an iron hoop upm 
if came upon his arm, without his hand being disengaged from hers, 
There was a demonstration of the fact that matter was severed and eon. 
tinued again without break or interruption by some procees tigt was not 
understood by those who were present, That terminated the dsrk 
wanco Then we had a light sennou, which was arranged in thie way, 
There were two rooms, with a door leading from one into the other, 4 
temporary door was placed therein, with an aperture in it. The imer 
room was thoroughly searched, and then the door waa locked. One 
candle was allowed to be burning in the room where the company wia 
sitting; a hat was placed before it to prevent the raya falling upon the 
aperture, Mr. and Meg, Holmes sat at oach side of a little table jut 
under ths xperture. Misa Cook vat at the table facing the aperture 
We all sat round in asemi-civcle; Mr. Serjeant Cox immediately behind 
Miss Cook and opposite the aperture, and M.A. beside Mr. Kerjeant 
Cox. Tna little while a face cime to the aperture; MA, peongnined it 
as the likeness of a departed friend. IIe said, “Aro you A. W.! and 
the face nodded affirmatively, It wentaway und came agin, Another 
face then cue masculine face with atrong fentures, I reovgaised it 
at ones; T had seen it shown in n similar way at two previous malice. 
I can tell you a curious circumatance of the aame face being aoan im thes 
pychical form. Twas at s moebing nt: Bt. Johne Temperance Hall one 
evening: u lady who was present, a clairvoywule, anid to ing lust week, 
before tlta geren, When you were here before, 1 saws spiritual 
individual standing beside you Bhig dosgribod 1 features peculii 
„baggy nnd prominent eyebrows, a long Taco, piercing eye, a jargo nosé; 
anda vory pronouneed ehin—puch u description as would enable anyone 
to rechne the face; and that face wo deaaribed hy the olnirvoyany i 
exactly the sane face as [have sevn Lhrne Hinin in the nmt vinl forsa by 
candlelight, Thero is a curious fact, showing that m iaai Was gtii 
Olerkenwell psychically; it was reproduced at Mra. Holmas ie 
physically, 1 literally out of nothing base my eyes A 
froe went away, two others wae en piperi ‘ Then com 15 d 0 
faca with grey hair, and a fine intelligent expresmon pi d 
Ti showed itself with a great deal of clearaene, Mc, Borjentit s 
recognised ih aa the likenesd of hie deceased uncle, Tao Rot rag N 
Wit decensed unelo; Tany it wan lia Aen. Ifo n sid, “t Do you F 
wnt Robert Cox?“ Tho face bowed. It sligwed itwell re or rs) 2 
twenty or thirty seconda cach time, Then the door wha nda for 
Mis Cook aud Mr, Holmes want ingde beyond the aperture, 17. in 
wnother development of the fuces. ‘Thon thie nore Wer 8 times 
from hilow but from the ceiling, and showed ai slutaly contain (hil 
in Various positions, so that Ar. Serjeant Gos e 70 de bub ras 
it teprosentoal hia een unglo, hon in s part tima e the 
Aaken AWAY 00. 0M to. allow the high! af an, gai Bip my H awe doul 
Aportive, sud Ehoro wag goon in grapi ry, ubia lo ep 11 u Katay “-e abe 
tall to K. abe fce ol a Indy, sid to be the apn se Cook, Mie 
tills herself — manifested We tho madiuns at eaten conditions i 
e had lo apologina for, the fuot Iont e cl wlio wa 
could only regel, itwal in tho pegutine feat AO ering. A 
Hitting in trance in a chnir at aome stan from Tena rh propane fa 
Shall Trave the subject till to-morrow night, whan an investigation OF 
bring forward some more facts derived from a 


wily, 


nal 


rn 27, 1872. 


— 


him: because what does it matter what I think or what Mr, 
ach thinks ? We must, succumb to FACTS. 

"phe second ovening’s debate will be continued next week. 

Bradlaugh’s absence from London prevents his being able to 
Lath Second and third speech. Any necessary correction will be 
bal inserted next week.—Ep, M.] 
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A TEST SEANCE WITH MRS, HOLMES. 


To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 

Sin deem it only justice to Mr. and Mrs. Holmes to record, in a fow 
2 words, the results of a earefully-conducted test seance, given at their 
dan house, to M. A., my wife, my brother-in-law, Mr. Burns,and myself, 
Your readers will Und, it is true, little that is new to those who have 
attended their seances, but my reasons for contributing my own inite of 
experience are twofold ; first, as an apology for having on a former 
sion entertained strong doubts as to the dena fide nature of certain 
the manifestations; and secondly, to record the actual and immediate 

identification of a very near and dear relative by three of the sitters. 
I may premise by saying, that some weeks ago T attended, in company 
with a friend who was anxious to witness some of the spiritualistic 
—— * (of which he had heard and read), the usual Wednesday 
eming seance of Mr. and Mrs. Holmes. At this seance certain 
Fm were present, who by their conduct and conversation intro- 
dhad a disturbing and antagonistic element to such an extent as to 
interfere seriously with the manifestations, and, in the end, to break up 
the seance in a manner which I have since heard stigmatised in the 
srongest language, as a direct violation of the terms upon which they 
jad been admitted to the circle. I have already, Mr. Editor, com- 
manieated to you the results which ensued, together with the fact that 
py iriend and sell, in spite of the extraordinary ring test, left the room 
jn a mast dissatisfied frame of mind, and, as I have before stated, with 
grug doubts as to the doxa fide of the phenomena we had witnessed. 
The xance, then, respecting which I wish to give you a few details, was 
atest sanco, voluntarily offered by Mr. m Mrs. Holmes to myself 
and fread, bad he remained in London, but that not being the case 
vas on both sides postponed until last week, when the individuals 
mentioned at the commencement of this letter met at the residence of 
the Holmeses, at five p.m. The seance rooms, consisting of a back and 
frat drawing room, opening one into the other in the usual manner, 
were minutely examined in every particular; every nook and corner 
achte of concealment being peered into, windows bolted, doors 
jocked and bolted from the inside. The half-open door between the 
two rooms was then closed by a black screen, having an aperture in it 
about eighteen inches square; and we sat down, the medium herself 
baring been most securely lashed by her hands and body to the chair, 
insuchamanner as to satisfy us all that she had no power of motion 
whatever, The lights having been put out, the cirele was formed. 
Mr. Burns sitting at one end of the circle, was held firmly by both 
hands by aration of mine during the whole seance, and Mr. Holmes’s 
hands were equally firmly grasped by my own from first to last. 
Almost immediately the instruments were flung off the table, the violin 
and guitar were taken up and carried about in every part of the room, 
paying lustily ; at times they rushed about with such extreme rapidity 
thet bad not the sound indicated their position to be in close proximity 
to the ceiling, there might have been cause for serious alarm. A 
cessation of phenomena then occurred, at the close of which we were 
unde aware of the advent of two materialised spirits, who proceeded 
i treat every one of us in turn to sundry evidences of their actual 
; one, a small child, treated me in the same manner as would 
-pyown little daughter: she played with my bair, pulled my whiskers, 
| Bed me on the forehead, pushed her little hands between mine and 
I. Holmes's, and talked in the usual manner of children in general. 
| She then extracted a bunch of violets from the coat of M. A., and 
| returned to insert them into my own coat, which, after some difficulty, 
he sueedled in doing, and then favoured me with a parting salutation. 
f Thecther materialised spirit then repeated the previous phenomena 
with the instruments, and finally placed one or other of the objects 
in the lap or around the necks of each of the sitters. A light being 
called for and instantly produced, none but the sitters and the medium 
were present, After a pause, we again joined hands, when, in one 
moment, the lashings of the carefully-tied-up medium were unloosed, 
- and she was free. That most extraordinary instance of the passing 
l matter through matter, called the ring test, was then most satisfac- 
arily given to my relative and to myself. I may say that the ring 


on my own arm, while my two hands were firmly grasping 


ihoss ofthe medium, was one which I had most carefully examined, 
ithout detecting the slightest suspicion of a flaw. 
fe again broke the circle, the medium having recovered from the 
mance, and a candle having been lighted and placed at the end of the 
room, we drew the table up to the screen and sat around it, within four 
tet of the square aperture. After a lapse of a few minutes, a face 
red at the aperture; it was a pale, handsome face, with light eyes 
d k bushy beard; it remained for some time at the aperture, and 
distinct as the countenance of any of the sitters, but was not 
ised. It then departed, and after a few minutes another face was 
through the aperture, descending apparently from the ceiling, and 
ng with the utmost distinctness. And now, sir, for the 
g déi 1 ment. This face was instantly and simultaneously 
bathe of the party as that of their departed relative, as he 
yhen on his death-bed ; it remained for a length of time 
tof ourselves, and on being requested to do so, advanced 
and then retreated. On being asked whether it 
y writing, and an answer in the affirmative being 
il were handed, taken in, and then handed out, 
h a message“ which, under ordinary circum- 
times the length of time to write during 
ally been written by this extraordinary 
ture of this manifestation upon those 


od to Mr. Burns, is being litho- 
u the January number of Muman 
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SSeS 


interested may readily Le con 

| the seance, in solemn uwe and 
| The pack room was imme 
| before; not a trace of char 


ceived, and we naturally enough broke up 

ratitude, 

iatoly examined, but everything was as 

Bea ngo, Not a trace of mechanism or fraud could 
e ¢ etected, and every facility was warmly presser upon us for examina- 

tion. Lor my part, and indeed L may say the same of all the others, 
it was not needed. We had already satisfied ourselves, and came away 
more than ever firmly convinced of that old and trite, yet withal most 


truthful of sayings, * That there are more things in heayen and earth 

| than are dreamt of in our philosophy.” 

Í I see no lor ai 2 5 Wil to t Pret ATER underan anoneme sy 
ornament 0 KS tasse pung ene va e — ` ayers 

7 Aviclions are too rm to admit of my doing vo, ond Jam not 
ashamed of theiu.—L remain, therefore, your obedient servant, 

| Syasnor® Trurteway Binal, 


13, Alexander Road; M.D, Edin, and New York, Ke, Ke. 


Finchley Read, NW. 


PS.—Allow me to say that the consentaneous and simultaneous 
| testimony of three individuals is generally supposed, in most cases, to 
| be conclusive; bat L may add, that on returning home and referring to 

a photograph taken some years even before desth, the remnblance was 
considered by a fourth sitter, who had never seen tue deveased, to afford 
| every warrant for the recognition on our part, 
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To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 
Sin, — Will you admit a few lines respecting two seances which I have 
| had lately with Mrs. Holmes, and at which remarkable manifestations 
ok spirit-faces were given? I will not go into detail more than is 


| necessary, but it is fair and just to say that the conditions throughout 


were of the most rigid test nature. Mrs. Holmes has lately been sub- 
jected to insult and annoyance from the conduct of some individuals 
who would have been more at home probably in a musie-hall or at 
Astley's than in a seance room, and whose acquaintance with spirits is 
confined to those of a fluid nature, I am therefore glad to do her the 
plain justice of saying that I have always found that the most rigid 
tests are cheerfully accepted, and that under such conditions I have 
obtained the most convincing manifestations. On the lust occasion 
referred to I brought with me a long piece of white tape which had 
never been used. i doubled it, and tied the medium firmly to the chair, 
so that she could not stir, The room was thoroughly searched, and 
every nook and corner explored, the doors being locked on the inside. 
Under these conditions we had all the phenomena which oceur in Mrs. 
Holmes's presence, and which I need not particularise. Little Rosie” 
was especially demonstrative, and was so strongly materialised as to be 
able to clamber up and sit on my lap, and pull my face down and kiss 
it. She laughed and talked with all of us, and afterwards gave the 
ring test to two of my friends in the most convincing manner. 

But the most astounding part of the manifestations was the appear- 
ance and identification of the faces of our own departed friends. 
During the first of the two seances referred to, one in which T had been 
asked to meet Mrs. Holmes and Miss Florrie Cook, at 16, Old Quebec 
Street, the first face was that of a very dear friend of my own, who has 
left this spbere now nearly three years. The face was distinct, and to 
me most plain and palpable. I had no doubt as to the identity. 

Tf, however, any doubt as to a miracle so stupendous had lingered in 
my mind, it would have been removed by what occurred at the sub- 
sequent seance above mentioned. It was a private seance, at which a 
very harmonious circle was present; a friend of mine, his wife and her 
brother, Mr. Burns, and myself only being there. We sat close round the 
table, so that the little aperture through which the faces are shown was 
well within view—so clearly, indeed, that I could see the faces float 
upwards to the ceiling to rematerialise themselves, and could even trace 
their gradual formation. Under these circumstances, with a good light, 
and at a distance of only a few feet from our own faces, we saw the face 
of a most intimate and dear relation of three of the sitters. Mistake 
there could be none. I never saw him in the flesh, but I have seen his 
portrait ; and the resemblance, even to one who did not know him, is 
unnistakable. To those who had known and loved him here, the vivid 
return of his familiar features was most startling and affecting. He was 
there, as real to all appearance as though the body had been resuseitated 
and quickened into new life. Even the hand—a most beautifully-formed 
one, which had been his characteristic in life—was there. No test was 
wanting to convince us all that we were ia the presence of one of the 
most remarkable and miraculous phenomena that have occurred even 
in this age of marvels, I forbear any comment or further particulars, 


M. A 
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MADAME LOUISE'S SEANCE. 

On Friday evening Madame Louise gave a seance at the Spiritual 
Institution to quite a numerous audience. She was first controlled by a 
spirit styling himself Dr. MacIntyre to give a popular address on the 
laws of health, which was certainly a very compact and instructive speech. 
Then she was controlled to give tests. The first ease was as follows :— 
She said, There is present a spirit who desires to thank a gentleman 
present for much kindness extended by that gentleman to the spirit’s 
widow. ‘The gentleman has done a great deal for that widow; he has 
done her a great deal of good.” It was thought by some that this spirit 
might be Mr. Powell. On asking the control, it was stated that the 
spirit being described had passed from earth-life rather suddenly, and 
was tall, and the gentleman to whom he referred worked in many colours, 
like Joseph’s coat of many colours. 

Mr. Keeble thought the description referred to him, as a Mr. Camp- 
bell had been killed suddenly on the railway and he had been friendly 
to Mrs. Campbell, but the test was not clear in all respects. On 
Saturday a gentleman called at the Spiritual Institution, and said that 
he had been present at the seance—the first one he ever attended—and 
was very much struck with the description above reported. Ile had 
worked for thirty years as printer with a man now deceased. They 
were very dear friends, and bad much sympathy the one with the 
other. He had befriended this companion’s widow all he could, but 
had not been able to do anything like what his friend would have done 
for him if he had had the opportunity. About a year ago he saw a 
cone of light three times while he sat in his room with a lamp burning, 
This cone of light, unlike the usual way in which lights appear, had 
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the small end applied to his e it beonme wider as it 
F aid woh col cies Mh bed ta Ieee teas 
that light was . origin, hogi ha knew nothing of Spiritusl- 
ism. A friend given him a ticket to attend the * oy 


eni 
seance; and it was all so st to him, and being rather deaf, Ie did 
not know what to make of it till he had thought over the matter. Me 
was certain that the spirit deseribed by Madame Lame was that of his 
deceased friend, and the proof to him was the allusion to Joaeph’s coat 
of many colours. Thie gentleman is a colour-printer, and he pulled 
from h's pocket a proof paper containng upwards of a dosen tinte which 
he is in the habit of working with daily. 

Madame Louise gave a number of other tests, but she says she dors 
not consider her peformance worthy of her, as she was ina very un - 
favourable condition, 


MRS BUTTERFIELD AT HECKMONDWIKE, 

To the Editor.— Dear Ar. — It is with pleasure that T inform you of 
tho t sud wo hail at Heck mohdwike on Sunday, thé 22nd, | 
Though the wonther was very unfavourable, there was a largo attend 
ance at each service, who listened with breathless attention, The subject 
for the afternoon was “ Spiritualism — What fe it? when the speaker 
explained what people sail it was, Some suid it Was mesineriem, but 
that point was fairly argued out and thrown to the ground; some people 
said it was the work of the Devil, but it was fairly proved that a house 
divided against itself could not stand, therefore it could not be that old 

teman the Devil, who went about like a roaring lion seeking whom 
may devour, for Spiritualism taught love to God and love to man. 
At the close questions were invited, and a great number were asked and 
suitably answered, In the evening the subject was “Who are my 
Disciples?” which was also handled in a suitable manner. I think that 
the seed which was sown, together with a large quantity of Spiritual 
tracts, Ke, Kindly sent us by our good friend Mr. Jobn Soott, of 
Belfast. bave done n great deal of good, Mr. John Kitson, of Gaw- 
, presided on each oceasion. 1 think if some of our Heckmand- 

wike friends would take it upon themselves to be agent for the Muprem, 
Spirituatiswn would soon thrive, as it seems to be all on the move, and 
the Meprew was inquired for by a large number on Sunday.—Yours, 


Ko., B. Bravsury, Hon See. 
Morley, December 25, 1872. 


We are sorry that the demands upon our space this week exeludo 
quantity of interesting matter, including communications from 
nyestigator,” Mr. Alsop, Mr. Enmore Jones, and others. 

Tur LA rane from the Rev, Mr. Cator, which was given 
through Mr. Witheford, of Bromsgrove, some time sgo, and published 
in the Mrotu, has been corroborated by the deceased gentleman's 
Ser into whose hands a copy of the Mevrym had accidentally 
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INFORMATION FOR INVESTIGATORS. 


RULES TO se OBSERVED AT THE Spratr-Cirncis, by Emma Hardinge. Id. 
Ox rue Spretr-Cracte AND THE Laws or Mepressurp. A Lecture by Emma 


he, kes 
how both rest on the same foundation. 


By a Clergyman of the Church of England. gd.: 28. per 100. 
Moprks SPIRITUALISM. Lecture by Saa S 3 ta. Gives a useful 
résumé of the whole question. 


THEOPoES Pax Ix Sermrr-Lirs. A Narrative of Personal Expevieago given 

ratio Dr. Willis, Id. This little work gives a good view of life 

in the spirit - world. : 

VVT 

ban he con: spirit, by A. J. Davis. 24. 
OUTLINES or Tex YEARS Isvestigarion oF SPINITUALISM, by T. P. Barkas. 

ts. Gd. A calm and dispassionate statement. 

Gtroepses of A Beiewren Laxp. A Series of Spirit-Messages through the 

= Medinmship of a Lady, 2s. 6d. 

Wat Spreirvauiss mis Tater, by William Howitt. $d, Supplies valuable 


nis. 
ds MEN . or Psvente Forcr, by William Crookes, 
| BRS. Ke. Is. This work is illustrated by drawings of mechanical coutri- 


vances to prove that the manifestations really take place, 
London; J. Bungs, 15, Southampton Row, W.C. 


OBERT HARPER is prepared to deliver the following 
among other INSPIRATIONAL LECTURES:— 

Proofs of the Development of Mankind from the Lower Creation, 
on the Supreme Cosmogony of the Universe, 
wight on the Soulforces which co to form Human Character. 
Scott on the Mythologies of Ancient and Modern Rolisions. 
Dr. John Hunter on the Manifestations of Serofula in the Com- 


th on the Soul/Moulders of the Inner Universe. 
an the Wrongs of Women in the Reproductive 


y on the Settlement of International Questions by Arbitri- 
on the Men and Women of the Sixth Spiritual Spliere, 
the Social Commonwealth of Nations. 

apply to R. Hagrer, Soho Hill, Birmingham, 


S IN LONDON DURING THE WRER. 
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Mospay, Dewars 0, Hunt, 42, New King Street, si tm, 
Tuxspar, Dicymnss 21, Kaim, at 7.9 pm., at the 
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R Pobite i 
a Mb — 10,00 a.m,, 2.00 ned 80 pay, 
Bown tuallate” 

ha» f yere leg Mestting Room, 220 snt 6 pm, Ha; 
flow.rva, Ia * Yard, near Rallwgy Station, Waketiet, 


2.40 and 6 ak. 
Minen, Uulan Chambers, 15, Dickenson Et, Mowat A, 
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. 


CW. nt Goorge Hutdzayd'e, at 6 Pn “in 
Hanes Ian D om, and 6 Trance-Mediume, 
ond Mrs. i 1 2 * n 
Gawrudarx, Spiruns Meeting Riom, 
Swift and J. Kitson, Medivme. 28 4 
Momie, Mr. G, Butterteld’s, New ect, Mm J, a p E 
sling, at 608), 
n anemi th „ 200 enid Mr. 

— 2 —— une aad ye 


Norrivaitam, at Mr, (pins Rooms, Leng Ber, . 
at v. 4 a. m. and A pm. Publio meeting t.30 pm, Cidra, 
Gear ComMos, Warn at Mr, Johu Cranes, at > 
Sealing and Trance-xpeuking Mun. Mr, Jolu Gray, ~ tA, be 
Rauber Auen, at Mr, Fawewts , WIr Stena, 

is required frum staangers. ; . 
Rocumana, at Mr. Greenlecs’, NIA deen Steet, MS 


Neweasri.s.on-Tree, st FW, Oll Hall, Bars 


Street, at g m. 

Gusetow Assorlation of Spiritualists. Pubie Henting 

at 104, Trongate, * 4 ba. 
Biamivenam, at Mr. Down's, 43, Aston Reed, 


Lrvaseoes. 
and 7 pn. 


Mediums, Mrs. Lucas and Mere, Weight and — 


Gawrnonrx, at Mr. J. Mercer's, at % hn. 


. 
Monxt kr, Mr. G. HButterfieid's. New Soarhers’, at Tn. 
Osserr ComMoN, at Mr. Jo⁴p Cranes. at 79%, Hailing 
medium, Mr. John Crane. =i ias 
Grasaow Association of Spiritualists. Wecklz Confirme, e « 
at lül, Trongste. Circle-room opet te members asi isins, a 4 
on other evenings. 

Tuvaspay, JANUARY 2, Bowrtxe, Hall Lane, 7 p.m, 
Gawrnonrx, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, a Developing Curd, uf 
West Harrrypoot, Seance at Mr. Halls, Adele Street, 
BISHOP AUCKLAND, at Mr. Farwvett’s, Waldron Strat. an iyini Nee 
is required from strangers, 
ROCHDALE, at Mr. Dyson Bilivtt’s, Chemist, Elort Street, & f 
Neweastieox-Trxe. Old Freemasons’ Hall, Bell's Ciit Fee 
Street. Seance at 7.80. 

Fripay, Janvany 3. Layenroon, Weekly Confersmee, st Mr. Tuberk Ge 
donian and Temperance Hotel, G, Stafford Street, at è pte, 


AGENTS FOR THE: “MEDIUM,” AND ALL WORKS oY 
SPIRITUALISM AND PROGRESS. 


ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE—Miss E. Tron, , Mill Lane, 
BATLEY—Miies ARMITAGE, Bookseller. 
BIRMINGHAM -I. Gussr, Bookseller, Bull Street. 
J. FOLEY, Newsagent, Icknield Street West. 
72 N. Sserru, 2. Market Place, Aston Road, 
BRADFORD—H, Sirn, 12, Garnett Street, Leeds Road. 
BRISTOL—Groree Toxux, 7, Unity Street. 
CARDIFF—Joserit H. Corin, Ropkseller. IS. St. Mary Suset 
DARLINGTON—Jons Hoper, Eolectic Physician, 7. Prospect Pis. 

af Josera Dixox. New Market Place (on Saturday Bree 
DOWLAIS—Josovn H. Canin, BookseBer, 25. Church Street. 
EDINBU RGH—Pever Laune, Stationer, 35, Clerk. Street, 
GLASGOW—).. MoGeacey, 89, Union Street. 
HALIFAX—Asuwortn, 6, North Street. 
HUDDERSFIELD—Coweits, Printer and Stationers 2d, Kirkgate. 

= G. Hurrnrstex, General Dealer, King Nreet. 

HULE—Joun L. Br £ 
KEIGHLEY—J. Torso, Mary Stro 


Arn, 42, New King Street. 
2. Gréengate, 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES—Bryvion 
LEEDS—¢ reat Northern Railway D 


pa, 
pa 


ksellur, Applemarket. 
ty i 
OW. Boor, North Sirect. 


II. 
EMS TER Mn. H Weir, Granby Street, 
+s Mra. Baxr, Carts Lane, High Street, 
LIVERPOOL—Mars. Largo, 39, West Darby Roat.. 
R. W. Pulk, Bookselier, Ut. Branswick Road. 
7 Mus, Torna. 105, Beawntow HU. 
LONDGN- BNN —MRS. Paice, Bookswites, Jamila Noa 
* Vun now. Bookseller, 201, Jamaica Bong. 
Darsroy—Taom As Wies, Circulating Library, Dalgas Laas 
Mun Exo Konan, 213—J. F. Huss. Bookseller and Prisisn 
Papmexeron—T, WIr NGN. 60, Churels Street, Bigwa 
Nie- W. Romanos, Newsagent, 7, Tech brock Steve, 
Wurteenernt BoanQ2in}—My Bates, Newsagent, 
LOUGHBOROUGH—J. Bayr, 80, Pinteld Gate. 
MANCHESTER—Jorwn Hey woon, 243, Deanagate. 2 
e T. WHETIENGHAM, BT. Watte Streel, Fitzroy Sqave 
NEIPDLBSTORO—Nrewoias. Parry com, cee, $e, £, Omis S 
Soe an P. Wireisgos, Bookselicr and Sev Agent. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE—B&, J. Ran, Gauger street, 
NORTHAM PLON—Jons Bares, Newenget, Kc. 4, Drapery. 
> J. Wand, 9, St. Ramus Terrace. 
NOTIINGHA M-L it troncocr, Wi, Karte Shoah 
* J. SWEET, Bookse!!<s, Stoney Streat, 
PORTSMOUIN<—B. Fond, Booksoltcr, 16, Charlotte Street, 
PROSTON—Wann, Redyseller, Au., 148. Petargate. 
. Opsaran, Hrasat unter, South Sweet, Mout 
SWANSEA Josemi H. Canty, Bookseller. T, Cutie R Street, 
w F. RX ORS, Meaiteal 
HARI LEPOOL—tnes, Wurt 


ALSALL— Potusist, In, George Sirot 
WOLVERKHAMPLON—B. Nontex, Bonis, Darlington Stet. 
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OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 


LONDON DIALECTICAL SOCIETY, 
TOGETHER WITH THE 
RVIDENCE—ORAL AND WRITTEN—AND A SELECTION FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE, 
412 pp, Large St, Bound in Cloth, 15s, 
Tho Purchasers of Human Naturo” for November, 1872, price Sixpence, obtain a Certificate, on the 


eduction of Which they are entitled to tho “ Dialectical Socioty’s Report” at HALF-PRICE 7s. dd. 
“ago Pightpence-Halfpenny extra. 


“Human Nature” and the “Dialectical Societys Report” sent to any address, post-free, on receipt of 88. 9d. 


) 


Tas work is the result of an investigation, extending over two years, by the following Committee, appointed by the 
Council of the DIALECTICAL SOCIETY : 


H G. Atkinson, Bsq., F. G. S. | Grattan Geary, Esq. C. Russell Roberts, Esq., Ph. D. 
G Wheatley Bennett, Esq. j Robert Hannah, Esq. William Volekman, Bsq. 
ij S. Bergheim, Esq., C.E. | Jenner Gale Hillier, Esq. Horace 8. Yeomans, Esq. 
Charles Bradlaugh, Bsq. Mrs. J. G. Hillier. George Cary, Esq., B.A. 
G. Fonton Cameron, Esq., M.D, Henry Jeffery, Esq. E. W. Cox, Esq., Serjeant-at-Law, 
Rev. C. Maurice Davies, D.D. Albert Kisch, Esq., M.R.C.S. H, D. Jencken, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 
D. H, Dyte, Esg., M. R. C. S. Joseph Maurice, Esq. J. H. Levy, Esq, 
Mrs. D. H. Dyte. | Isaac L. Meyers, Esq. W. II. Swepstone, Esq. 
James Edmunds, Esq., M.D. B. M. Moss, Esq. Alfred R. Wallace, Esq., F.R.G.S. 
Mrs Bemunds, | Robert Quelch, Esq., C.B. Jonah Webber, Esq. 


Thomas Reed, Esq. 
Professor Huxley and Mr. George Henry Lewis, Esq., to be invited to co-operate. 


James Gannon, Esq. 


Minute Reports are given of the experiences of sub-committees, derived from the general Committee, who were for 
many months engaged in the investigation “of the phenomena without the aid or presence of any professional 
modum ;” and the greater part of these members of Committees “commenced their investigations in an ayowedly 
sæptical spirit.“ These reports corroborate each other, and embody the following synopsis of phenomena obtained :— 

I. Sounds of a very varied character, apparently proceeding from articles of furniture, the floor and walls of the 
room—the vibrations accompanying which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the touch—occur without being 
produced by museular action or mechanical contrivance. 

II. Movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or adequate exertion of 
wuseular force by the persons present; and frequently without contact or connection with any person. 

ILL These sounds and movements often oceur at the times and in the manner asked for by persons present, and by 
means of a simple code of signals answer questions and spell-out coherent communications. 

During the course of a long series of sittings the Committee obtained evidences, arguments, and experiences from 
the following persons :— 


Mrs. Emma Hardinge. | Mr. George Childs. Mr. Cromwell F. Varley. Mr. Glover. 
Mr. H. D. Jencken, M. John Jones. Mr. T. Shorter. Lord Lindsay. 
Mrs. Honeywood. | Mr. and Mrs. Rowcroft, Mr. M. Eyre. Miss Douglass. 
The Hon. Mrs. ——. Lord Borthwick. Mr. Lowenthal. M. Chevalier. 
Mr. T. M. Simkiss. Miss Jones. Mr. Hockley. Miss Anne Blackwell. 
Mr. Edward L. Blanchard. Mr. J. Burns. | Mr. D. Ð. Home. Mr. Percival. 
Mr. J. M. Spear. Mr. T. Sherratt. Mrs. Cox. Mr. Hain Friswell. 
Mr. B. Coleman. Miss Houghton. | Signor Damiani. Mr. William Faulkner. 
| The statements of these witnesses are given at length, embracing an accurate description, amplified by cross- 


| examination, of some of the most remarkable phenomena which have been witnessed. This important evidence may 
| be thus summarised :— 
1, Thirteen witnesses state that they have seen heavy bodies—in some instances men-—rise slowly in the air, and 
remain there for some time without visible or tangible support. 
2. Fourteen witnesses testify to having seen hands or fingers, not appertaining to any human being, but life-like 
gers, PP 8 A S 
in appearance and mobility, which they have sometimes touched, or even grasped, and which they are therefore convinced 
~ were not the result of imposture or illusion. 
3. Five witnesses state that they have been touched by some invisible agency on various parts of the body, and 
aften, when requested, when the hands of all present were visible. 
4. Thirteen witnesses declare that they have heard musical pieces well played upon instruments not manipulated 
by any visible agency. 
5. Five witnesses state that they haye seen red-hot coal applied to the hands or heads of several persons without 
producing pain or scorching. 
6. Eight witnesses state that they have received precise information through rappings, writings, and in other ways, 
the accuracy of which was unknown at the time to themselves or to any persons present, and which, on subsequent 
mguiry, was found to be correct. 


T. Three witnesses state that they have been present when drawings, both in pencil and colours, were produced 
in so short a time, and under such conditions as to render human agency impossible. 


‘Six witnesses declare that they have received information of future events, and that in some cases the hour and 


Hunte of their occurrence have been accurately foretold days, and even weeks before. 

The work also contains communications, letters, and statements from— 

Ut an M. D., M. R. C. S. Mr. W. M. Wilkinson. Mr. Robert Chambers. Dr. W. B. Carpenter. 

Mi PZS. Dr. Davey. Dr, Lockhart Robertson, Mr. T. A. Trollope. 

fr, Mr. Shorter. Dr. Charles Kidd. Mr. C. Bradlaugh, 
i Dr. Garth Wilkinson, Mr. Fusedale. M. Leon Favre. 

Mr. William Howitt. Mr, Edwin Arnold. Mrs. Letitia Lewis. 
Lord Bee Mr. J. Hawkins Simpson. The Countess De Pomar, 
Dr. J. Dixon. Mr. A. Glendinning. M. Camille Flamarion, 
Mr. Newton Crosland. Professor Tyndall. | Mrs, Guppy, &e,, Ke., Ke. 


an aggregation of the strongest testimony in e of the phenomena of Spiritualism that has been 
to be in every public library in the three kingdoms, and for that purpose it may be obtained at halt- 


URNS, PROGRESSIVE LIBRARY, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 


